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ADVERTISEMENT. 



4 Earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered 
unto the saints.' The reasonableness of this injunction is felt 
by every christian, and must be perceived by all who will 
seriously reflect upon the authority of him who gave it, and 
upon the preciousness of the faith itself. It need here scarce- 
ly be observed that the term faith is, in this scriptural exhor- 
tation, figuratively employed for its object — the truth, or rather 
the whole of Christianity. Faith, then — the truth, Christianity 
—is worth to each one just as much as his soul is worth; be- 
cause it is only through the belief of the truth that he can be 
sanctified ; and ' without holiness, no man shall see the Lord. 3 
Hence, we are exhorted by the wise man, to 'buy the truth, 
and sell it not' — give any price for it, but take nothing for it 
— hold fast to it as we value our everlasting peace ; and by 
the apostle it is enjoined upon us < earnestly to contend for 
the faith which was once delivered unto the saints;' hence, also, 
the awful warning, ( He that believeth not, shall be damned.' 

But if truth is light, which guides us to eternal life — error is 
darkness, in which the wanderer stumbles downward to the 
second death. If truth is food, error is poison — poison to the 
immortal soul. Wo ! wo ! to the man who puts darkness for 
light — poison for food ! It is charity — the very charity which 
dictated much of the scriptures — to warn such of the error of 
their ways. A great deal of the Bible is controversial — an 
exposure and refutation of error. 

The American publisher of the following pamphlet is indu- 
ced by two reasons to the undertaking. First, the authority 
of Him who has said, * earnestly contend for the faith which 



was once delivered unto the saints ;' and secondly, from a con- 
viction that the error which it exposes is of the most delusive 
and pernicious character. 

Under the name of Christianity , Emmanuel Swedenborg has 
presented a system having scarcely one feature in common 
with the gospel of the grace of God — a system, in most respects, 
as wild as the wildest dreams of romance; and what is 
worse, more largely steeped in obscene sensualities than even 
mohammedanism itself. 

Towards Swedenborgians we would ever cherish the kind- 
est feelings — (we are seeking, in this very effort, to do them 
good)— but who can read over the following extracts from the 
pages of the High Priest and Apostle of their profession, 
without feelings of deep disgust at their filthy wickedness ? 
Wedo trust that some, who have been led captive of the error, 
may, by reading this expose, have their eyes opened to its 
abominations, and escape the fatal delusion. 

The publisher has no pecuniary interest at stake ; on the 
contrary, he cheerfully pays the expense of the work, and 
consecrates the whole proceeds to the American Bible Society. 
He would also add — he is now on the bed of languishing, en- 
tirely given up by his physicians ; and, under circumstances 
so solemn, he feels it his duty to the God of truth, and to 
precious souls, to send forth this new edition of ' Sweden- 
borgianism Depicted in its True Colors.' 

J. S. 



SWEDENBORGIANISM, «fcc. 



The exposure of error is at times as important a duty as is 
the enforcement of truth; yet the former is a much less pleas- 
ant duty than the latter. It is so to the writer of this tract, 
who, if he had consulted his feelings only, would probably 
never have presented these pages to the public eye. But 
Christianity calls for the sacrifice of personal feeling where 
the best interests of others are concerned. The writer obeys 
the call; and while obeying it, indulges no desire to wound 
the feelings of any of his fellow-travellers to eternity, who 
may be the disciples of Baron Swedenborg. He attacks not 
them, but the system they maintain. Their delusion is -piti- 
able. Not a few of them are probably ignorant of many of 
the abominations contained in their prophet's writings. May 
the God of grace remove the veil from their eyes, that well- 
founded peace may be their lot on earth, and endless peace 
their portion beyond the grave. 

The reader of this tract is earnestly entreated to consider 
the nature of the question here discussed. It is not a ques- 
tion like those which are agitated between Churchmen and 
Dissenters, Arminians and Calvinists, on which both sides 
may retain their own sentiments, and yet both adore the same 
God; trust the same Savior; rejoice in the same hope; 
acknowledge the same book as the rule of life; and, with 
equal justice, claim the same honorable appellation — Chris- 
tians. But the present question stands on an entirely differ- 
ent footing; on exactly the same ground as a question 
discussed between Christians and Mahometans. In a discus- 
sion of that kind, the inquiry would be — is Christ or Mahomet 
the Divine Teacher, to whom we should listen, and whom we 
should obey? The question in this case is exactly similar.— 
It is— Is the Lord Jesus Christ or Swedenborg the prophet 
we should revere, and the Teacher whose religion we should 
embrace? This shows the important nature of the question, , 
and this is the correct view of it; for the two systems of the 
Lord Jesus and Swedenborg, are, as will here be manifested, 

1* 
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so diametrically opposed, that it is as impossible to adhere to 
them both, at the same time, as it is at the same time to be 
a Christian and a Mahometan, or a Christian and a hea- 
then. 

During the abode of the Lord Jesus Christ in this world, 
he warned his disciples that false Christs and false prophets 
would arise; and this prophecy began very soon to receive its 
fulfilment. Even in the apostolic age men of this class 
appeared, whom the apostles pronounced, ' false brethren;' — 
Gal. ii. 4. 'false teachers that privily brought in damnable 
heresies;' — 2 Pet. ii. 1. 'and wrested the Scriptures to their 
own destruction; 9 — 2 Pet. iii. 16. 'antichrists, &c.' — 1 John ii. 
18. In almost every succeeding age persons of this descrip- 
tion have appeared, have deluded mankind for a time, then 
vanished and given place to other impostors. 

Between the years 1760 and 1765 a Jewish impostor, 
named Israel, arose in the Ukraine, who made the same pre- 
tences as Swedenborg does, to a communion with the invisible 
world. 'My spirit,' said he, 'frequently detaches itself from 
my body, to explore the novelties of the intellectual world; 
it reveals to me whatever passes there, and averts many evils 
with which the world of spirits threatens our earth.'* Within 
the compass of a few years, besides others that might be men- 
tioned, Richard Brothers and Joanna Southcote have pro- 
fessed to be messengers from heaven; and found persons 
credulous enough to believe them. Swedenborg has acted 
the same part, and with the same transient success. There 
is, in many respects, a striking similarity between his impos- 
ture and that of Mahomet, whom he maintains to have been 
a prophet raised up by God. That false prophet allowed the 
divinity of the Christian Revelation, but asserted, that in 
consequence of prevalent corruptions his own system was 
added. Swedenborg does the same. Mahomet asserted that 
he himself was the greatest of prophets; and Swedenborg 
maintains that some passages which speak of the second com- 
ing of Christ, refer to himself. Mahomet declared that he 
had been in heaven, and represents that world as a scene of 
sensual delights; Swedenborg gives a similar representation, 
and says, that he had also been conversant for many years 
with the unseen world. Mahomet, sensible that his system 
needed the divine attestation of miracles, which he could not 
perform, maintained that the Koran was a miracle; and Swe- 
denborg makes an idle excuse for working none; and speaks of 
•H. Adam's History of the Jews, p. 517. 



his tales as constituting a miracle. It is not however the 
design of this tract to draw a lengthened comparison between 
Swedenborg and Mahomet, the object of the tract is to prove, 
on the best evidence, his own writings, that he was either an 
impostor or a madman. 

There are but three suppositions that can be reasonably 
suggested respecting him. He was either a prophet raised 
up by God, or he was a madman, or he was an impostor.—* 
That he was not a prophet sent from heaven, must be abun- 
dantly evident even from the brief abstract of his system 
contained in this tract. The only alternative remaining will 
be, that he was either an impostor or a lunatic; perhaps the 
former. However to us it matters little which of these he 
was, though it now matters much to himself. If he were an 
impostor, he is gone to the grave, laden with a tremendous 
load of horrid guilt, from which he was free, if his perver- 
sions and contradictions of divine truth were the fruits of 
insanity. Some circumstances on record favor the charita- 
ble supposition, that he was a lunatic. 

When he lodged with a Mr. Brochmer in London, he told 
his landlord that he was the Messiah, and that he was come 
to be crucified for the Jews. His friends were obliged to 
acknowledge that he once called himself the Messiah.f 

Mr. Lindsey, Second Address to Oxford Students, p. 178, 
says, that a person of great worth and credit then living, in- 
formed him tbat a friend of his walking with Swedenborg 
along Cheapside, Swedenborg suddenly bowed very low to the 
ground, when the gentleman lifting him up, and asking him 
what he was about; Swedenborg replied, by asking him if he 
did not see Moses pass by, and told him that he had bowed to 
him. 

In proving that Swedenborg was not a divine messenger, 
let the reader ' 

I. Observe, that he has given no proofs that he was such. 
The Lord Jesus and his apostles gave the strongest demon- 
stration of their divine commission, by the wonderful miracles 
which they performed, and the prophecies, since fulfilled, 
which our Lord and several of his apostles delivered. The 
prophets of the Old Testament in a similar way were proved 
to be messengers from God; but this cannot be said of Swe- 
denborg: he foretold no considerable 1 events* that have since 
taken place in this world; but indulged in idle and even 

flnquiry respecting the truth of the Mission of Swedenborg^ published at 

Manchester, 1794* 
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obscene tales about the other world: he wrought no miracles; 
but, like Mahomet, gives a pitiful excuse for the want of such 
divine evidence: he says, ( a number of voices were heard, 
saying, 'Do miracles, and we will believe.' And I replied, 
are not the things above mentioned miracles?' and then says, 
Hhere was a voice from heaven, saying, "they would not be 
convinced by miracles." — U. T. 849. 

The vilest criminal that ever suffered execution might have 
said as much, and shown on as good grounds himself to be a 
prophet from God. Such a one might easily have invented 
some absurd stories about conversing with angels and spirits, 
and then have said 'Is not this a miracle?' and if this would 
not succeed, might have added, that a voice from heaven told 
him, thai the crowd around his gallows would not be con- 
vinced by miracles. Did God ever employ a prophet with no 
better a proof of his divine commission, than a dying male- 
factor might produce? 

II. Observe, the Scriptures give us no warrant for expect- 
ing any new Revelation. On the contrary, they teach us to 
4 hold fast the form of sound words.'— 2 Tim. i. 13. They 
add, 'though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other 
gospel unto you, than that which we have preached unto you, 
let him be accursed.' — Gal. i. 8. 'I testify unto every man 
that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, if any 
man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the 
plagues that are written in this book; and if any man shall 
take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God 
shall take away his part out of the book of life.' — Rev. xxii. 
18, 19. This, it is true, refers particularly to the book of 
Revelation; but the parity of reason extending to other books, 
doubtless the threatening does so too. These passages give 
us no reason to expect any new Revelation from heaven; but 
Swedenborg not merely contradicts tie Scriptures on many 
essential points, but reveals a number of foolish and impious 
things. As for instance: that fornication is allowable, and 
adultery, in many cases, no crime; that there exists a distinct 
heaven for Mahometans, where they have a plurality of wives; 
'that devils and angels were once men; that Calvinists are 
driven out of heaven, and have churches in hell; that Satans 
plunder the heavens; that married people quarrel in the other 
world; that Dutchmen are living on one side of the street in 
heaven, and their wives on the other; that tables are in heaven 
for bursting in explosions on those who lay too much stress 
on faith; that errors are in heaven; that infants are baptized 





in heaven; that the Lord appears in heaven as a sun before 
the fight eye, and as a moon before the left.'* 

III. The view which Swedenborg gives of the Scriptures, 
is absolutely contrary to the account of their design and 
efficacy, which is presented in that holy volume. The 
account there given is this: 

'From a child thou hast known the holy Scriptures, which are able to 
make thee wise unto salvation, through faith, which is in Christ Jesus.-— 
All scripture is given by inspiration of God ; and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness; that the man of 
God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.'— 2 
Tim. iii. 15, 16, 17. 

Swedenborg says, 'In the word there is a spiritual sense heretofo»i 
unknown ; owing to this sense the word is divinely inspired.'— »U. T. 193. 
'Its holiness doth not appear in its literal sense. That the word of God 
should not be rejected as a common trivial writing, the Lord hath revealed 
its spiritual sense/ — U. T. 200. 'No one heretofore hath had the least 
idea, that there is in the word any spiritual sense. 9 — U. T. 776. 

The word of God, he here says, has a spiritual sense, which 
was not known till his time, and of which no one had the 
least idea; consequently, Timothy, Paul, and aU the apostles, 
&c, were entirely ignorant of it. They lived 1700 years 
before him, and as the spiritual sense of the word was not 
known till his appearance, they knew nothing of it. Is not 
that sense of the word, with which apostles and martyrs were 
acquainted, and in which they rejoiced, sufficient for us? must 
we not, with mingled surprise and indignation, hear this man in 
effect assert that apostles, martyrs, and disciples of the Son of 
God, for 1700 years had not the least knowledge of the most im- 
portant sense of the divine word! We grant indeed they knew 
nothing of his internal sense; and his confession, that they 
knew nothing of it, is a proof, unwarily offered by himself, of 
its absurdity. He tells us, that the holiness of the word only 
appears in its spiritual sense, and but for that it might be re- 
jected as a common trivial writing. Here Swedenborg and 
the apostle are completely opposed to each other. The apostle 
says, that the Scriptures are able to make men wise unto sal- 
vation; that they are profitable for instruction in righteousness 
and in other respects, and to furnish men thoroughly jbr all 
good works. Swedenborg affirms, that without a spiritual 
sense, which was not known till 1700 years after the apostle's 
death, the holiness of the Scriptures would not appear; but 
there would be a danger of their being rejected as a common 
♦Inquiry respecting the Truth of the Mission of Swedenborg. 
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trivial writing. These assertions are as opposite as light and 
darkness? both cannot be true. Let the reader decide which 
he will believe. 

IV. Let it be further observed, that Swedenborg absolutely 
denies the inspiration of a great part of the divine Word. — 
In this respect he harmonizes with many of the ancient and 
modern heretics, and with infidels. 

Swedenborg. — 'The books of the Word, are all those which have an 
internal sense ; but those which have not that internal sense, are not the 
Word. The books of the Word in the Old Testament are, the five books 
of Moses, the book of Joshua, the book of Judges, the two books of 
Samuel, the two books of Kings, the Psalms of David, the prophets Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, the Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Oba- 
diah, Jonas, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, 
Malachi; and in the New Testament, the four Gospels, Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, John, and the Apocalypse. The rest have not the internal sense. 9 
H.D.266. 

'The writings of St. Paul and the other apostles are dogmatic writings 
merely, an4 not written in the style of the Word.'* 

The Rev. R. Hindmarsh, one of the Baron's disciples, 
After referring to the books above mentioned, says : 

' Other books may be very useful as far as they are in agreement with 
these ; but they cannot for a moment be accounted equal to them, or put 
in competition with them, for want of those infinitely superior prerogatives, 
which must ever distinguish between a divine and a human composure.'' 

One of Swedenborg's followers, and if I do not much mis- 
take Hindmarsh's Compendium, the same gentleman says, 
that the Baron 

< Valued the apostolic writings as high as any other person ; but in this 
he differed from others, that he valued the word of God unspeakably higher. 9 

It is evident that this passage contains an assertion that is 
absolutely false ; Christians value the apostolic writings as one 
of the most precious parts of the Word of Qod ; with what 
truth then can he, who asserts that they are a mere human 
composure, be said to value them as highly as those who 
esteem them divine ? 
. The object of the assertion seems to be to soften down the 
astounding fact, that Swedenborg rejects almost half the books 
of the Bible. 

Thus does Baron Swedenborg place below his own writings 
many of the most precious parts of the Scriptures. Thus he 
and the apostle Paul altogether oppose each other. The apos- 

* Letter to Beyer. 
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tie asserting, that ' ALL scripture is given by inspiration of 
God ;' and Swedenborg denying this, and maintaining that 
out of sixty-six books, thirty-two are uninspired, and form no 
part of the word of God. And many of these books are those 
respecting whose inspiration the church of Christ never ap- 
pears to have entertained a single doubt ; even from the 
earliest ages. Yet this man, without offering one authentic 
proof that he was sent by God, would have us believe his 
word, and on no better an. authority than this, deny the inspi- 
ration of the writings of men, who gave the most incontesti- 
ble evidence that they were messengers from heaven. If, on 
Swedenborg 's authority, we should reject thirty-two sacred 
books, why should we not, on the authority of Tom Paine, 
deny the other thirty-four to be the word of God, and cast the 
whole away together? There is as much reason for us to do 
the latter as the former. In what essential point do they, 
who, without the shadow of a reason, reject half the books of 
Scripture, differ in principle from those who reject the whole? 

Let the reader farther observe the harmony which subsists 
on this point, between Swedenborg and infidels. Paine abuses 
the Bible as an immoral book, and Swedenborg asserts that 
* its holiness doth not appear in its literal sense, 9 and that the 
spiritual sense was not known till he revealed it. 

V. This man not merely makes such baneful assertions 
respecting the sacred Scriptures, as those already presented 
to the reader, but in his explanation of that part, which he 
professed to receive as divine, he reduces the inspired volume 
to a mass of absurdity. According to him, 'the tree of life 
signifies love. The tree of knowledge, faith. Ten signifies 
remains. Twelve signifies faith. The length of Noah's ark 
signifies holiness; its breadth, truth; its height, good. The 
flood , temptation . Husband and wife , evils and falses. Every 
fowl after its kind, all spiritual truths. Birds, natural truths. 
Jehovah signifies divine good. God, divine truth. Money 
signifies knowledge of truth in great abundance. Virgins, 
affections and truths. Women, conjunction of goodness and 
truth. Christ's coming in the clouds signifies the literal sense 
of the word ; and* in great glory, the spiritual sense of the 
word. The Lord is man. Man is the Lord.'* 

Perhaps if it do not too much disgust, it may amuse the 
reader to see a fuller specimen of Swedenborg's x manner of 
explaining the Scriptures, in the work which he calls « Arcana 
Cselestia,' or Heavenly Mysteries. 

* Inquiry respecting the Truth of the Minion of Swedenborg. 
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'the following is a specimen of his skill in translating the 
divine word: 

Geo. vii. 2. ( Of every clean beast thou shalt take to thee by sevens, the 
man and his wife ; and of the beast which is not clean by twos, the man 
and bis wife.'— A. C. 713. 

After this specimen of his ability as a translator, let his 
skill as an interpreter of the sacred volume be contem- 
plated. 

Gen. i). 1. The heavens and the earth were finished. 'By these words 
is meant, that man ia now rendered so far spiritual as to become the sixth 
day.'— A. C. 82. 

'The celestial man is the seventh day. 9 — A. C. 84. 

Gen. ii. 8. And Jehovah planted a garden eastward in Eden. 'By 
garden is signified intelligence ; by Eden, love ; by the east, the Lord. 9 — 
A. C. 98. 

Gen. iv. 1. And the man knew Eve his wife, and she conceived, and 
bare Gam. 'By the man and his wife is signified the most ancient chinch. 
Its first offspring or first-born is faith, which is here called Cain. 9 — A. C. 
338. 

Gen. iv. 8. And Cain spake unto Abel his brother. And it came to 
pass when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his 
brother and slew him. 'By Cain's speaking to Abel is signified a space 
of time; by Cain is signified faith separate from 16ve; by Abel is signified 
charity, which is the brother of faith, on which account he is here twice 
called brother. Cain's rising up against Abel his brother and slaying him, 
signifies that faith, in its separate state, extinguishes charity.'— A. C. 
366. 

Gen. iv. 18. And unto Enoch was born Irad; and Irad begat Mehu- 
jael; and Mehujael begat Methusael; and Methusael begat Lamech.— 
,' All these names signify heresies derived from the first, which was called 
Cain.'— A. C. 404. 

A little before he said, that Cain meant faith; here Cain 
means the first heresy; so that the first of heresies was 
faith. 

Gen. iv. 23. When Lamech slew a man, and a young man. 'By a 
man is meant faith ; and by a litde child, charity.'— A. C. 406. 

Gen. v. 2. Male and female created he them. 'By male and female 
is signified the marriage between faith and love.'— A. C. 475. 

Gen. v. 21. Enoch lived sixty and five years, and begat Methusaleh. 
'By Enoch is signified a seventh church, and by Methusaleh an eighth.'— 
A.C.516. 

Gen. vi. 7. And Jehovah said, I will destroy man, whom I have cre- 
ated, &c. 'By Jehovah's saying, I will destroy man, is signified that man 
would extinguish himself.' — A. C. 591* 

This is much inch an interpretation as would he given, if it 
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were affirmed, that when it is said the Jews crucified Christ, 
the meaning is that he crucified himself. 

Gen. vi. 14. Make thee an ark of gopher wood. 'By ark is signified 
the man of this church; by gopher wood his concupiscences.' — A. C. 
638. 

Gen. vii. 7. And Noah entered, and his sons, and his wife, and bis 
sons' wives with him into the ark. 'By Noah's entering into the ark, is 
signified that he was protected in temptation ; by sons are signified truths ; 
by wife, goodnesses ; by sons' wives, truths joined with goodnesses.-— A. C. 
740. 

Gen. vii. 19, 20. And the waters prevailed exceedingly upon the earth ; 
and all the high mountains were covered, which were under the heaven. 
Fifteen cubits upwards did the waters exceed, and covered the mountains. 
'By the waters prevailing exceedingly upon the earth, are signified the per- 
suasions of what was false in that they So increased. By all the high 
mountains, which were under the whole heaven, being covered, is signified 
that all the good things of charity were extinguished. By the waters ex- 
ceeding fifteen cubits upwards, and covering the mountains, is signified 
that nothing of charity was left remaining.' — A. C. 792. 

Is it needful to say, that such interpretations of Scripture 
are not more absurd than. irreverent to its great Author. In 
this way that holy hook might be made to signify any thing, 
and at length nothing. The most trifling nursery histories 
might be spiritualized in the same way, and made, full as in- 
structive as the word of God. Well .indeed might he say, 
that this internal sense was unknown till he appeared. It is 
as plain as daylight that the apostles knew nothing of it. — 
We have indeed in effect his own testimony for this fact; and 
this is so plain that we may for once believe even him. Whom 
will the unlearned christian do best to follow—apostles and 
martyrs, or this founder of the New Church? 

VI. That Swede nborg was not, as he pretended, a divine 
messenger, is most evident from his glaring and awful contra- 
dictions of the noblest truths contained in God's holy word. 

Here we may notice his account of the nature of that in- 
finitely glorious Being Jehovah. 

The holy Scriptures represent the nature of God as incom- 
prehensible to man: ' 

'Canst thou by searching find out God ? canst thou find out the Almighty 
unto perfection?' — Job xi. 7. 'Behold, God is great and we know him 
not.'-— Job. xxxvi. 26. 'Touching the Almighty we cannot find him out. 1 
Job xxxvii. 23. 'To whom will ye liken me, or shall I be «qual? saith 
the Holy One.' — Is. xl. 25. KSreat is the Lord, and his greatness is un- 
searchable.'' — Ps. cxlv. 3. 

3 
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With daring impiety Swedenborg professes to lift the aw- 
ful veil, which these and other passages, united with so mys- 
terious a subject, throw over the divine nature, and gives the 
following representations of the Most High: 

'God appears as a sun above the angelic heavens, being manifested, 
with respect to his wisdom, in the proceeding light thereof; and, with re- 
spect to his love, in the proceeding beat. He himself is not that sun ; but 
divine Jove and divine wisdom, in their proximate emanation from him 
and around about him, appear as a sun before the angels. Himself in the 
sun is a man our Lord Jesus Christ.' — U. T. 25. 

'God is essential love, and essential or divine love in the spiritual world, 
appears before the angels as a sun distant from them, as the sun of our 
world is distant from men : wherefore, if God, who is in the midst of that 
sun should approach near to the angels, they .would perish like men in case 
this world's sun should approach near to them; each sun being equally hot 
and fiery.'— U. T. 691. 

2. The holy Scriptures speak of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, as in some sense distinct, and yet as constituting one 
God. Some passages imply this plurality in the divine na- 
ture, and others express it. God said, ( let US make man in 
OUR image after OUR likeness.'— Gen. i. 26. 'The Lord 
God said, Behold the man is become as one of US.' — Gen. iii. 
22. 'Go ye teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.' — Matt, 
xxviii. 20. 'The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with 
you.' — 2 Cor. xiii. 14. In the former of these passages we 
see a Trinity in the divine nature implied, and in the latter 
openly expressed. Many other passages on the subject might 
be adduced. This doctrine has been and still is believed by 
the greater part of those who bear the christian name, and 
multitudes, who have been most eminent for piety, have ad- 
hered to it in life and death. But Swedenborg denies it; 
maintains that those who believe it become atheists; and scan- 
dalously misrepresents them. 

'This is a great error, to suppose that God the Father, together with the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost, each whereof singly and by himself is God, 
form but one God.'— U. T. 82. 

In the church men 'do not know whether there be one God, or whether 
there be three ; they confess but one God with their lips, while they enter- 
tain the idea of three in their hearts : so that their lips and their hearts are 
at variance with each other. The consequence is, they at last become 
atheists, and deny the existence of any God. The knowledge of God, 
and all true apprehensions about him are (have) thus perished,'— U. T. 
82. 
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'God is Jesus Christ, who is Jehovah Lord, from Eternity Creator, in 
time Redeemer, and to eternity Regenerator; of consequence, who is at 
once Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.''— U. T. 26. 

'Before the creation of the world there was no such Trinity, but it was 
provided and made since the creation. 9 — U. T. 170. 

The testimony of God: 

'God said, Let US make man in OUR image. 9 — Gen. i. 6. 

The Lord Jesus says, 'Now, O Father, glorify thou me with the glory 
which I had with thee before the world wasS-—John xvii. 5, 6. 'Christ 
Jesus, who being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal 
with God.'— Phil. ii. 6. 'The Word was with God.'— John i. 1. 'The 
Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my 
name, he shall teach you all things.' — John xiv. 26*. 

If there were then no Trinity, but the Father only, with no 
divine Word nor Holy Ghost existing at the creation, what 
meant the expression 'Let US make man.' 

In the next passage Jesus speaks of glory which he had 
with the Father before the world was. This would be mere 
nonsense if there had been no distinction between the Father 
and himself; or if he had then been the Father as Swedenborg 
asserts. 

It is added, that Christ thought it not robbery to be equal 
with God. This evidently teaches his divinity, but it as 
plainly declares a distinction subsisting between him and the 
Father. For if there were then np Trinity, the meaning 
would be, that he did not think it robbery to be equal with 
himself. The following passage bears witness to the same 
truth: 

The Holy Spirit is said to be sent by the Father, in the 
name of Christ; but who was the Father that was to send him, 
if no such distinction as that commonly believed between 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, exists. It may be urged that 
the word to send, means to come without being sent, and on 
this principle of interpreting scripture, which Swedenborg's 
followers adopt, we may prove that fire will freeze; it is only 
to maintain that the word fire does not mean fire, but that it 
means ice, and we know that ice will freeze. 

Many other passages might be adduced to show that the 
holy Scriptures, while they assert the unity of God, are 60 
far from teaching that the Father is at once Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, that they expressly maintain the distinction in 
the divine nature. Swedenborg denies this. Which should 
be believed, the, bible or he? 
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3. Swedenborg* — 'His soul was the very essential divinity, which is 
called the Father.'— U. T. 538. 

'The Father and the Son, that is, the divinity and humanity, are united 
in the Lord like soul and body.' — U. T. 98. 

'God was made man, and man God, in one person.' — U. T. 101. 

'The divinity of the Father was the Lord's soul and life.'— U. T. 82. 

'God the Father descended from heaven, and assumed the human na- 
ture or principle to redeem and save men.' — C. L. 1. 19. 

'How plain and undeniable is it, that a true faith must needs be direct- 
ed towards one God, who is the God of heaven and earth ; consequently, 
towards God the Father in a human form, that is, towards the Lord.' — 
U. T. 379.' 

The Holy Scriptures. — 'God sent not his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but that the world through him might be saved.' — 
John iii. 17. 

'God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin con- 
demned sin in the flesh.'— Rom. viii. 3. 'He spared not his own Son.' — 
Rom. viii. 32. 

'God rent his only begotten Son into the world.' — 1 John iv. 9* u Hc 
loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.' — 1 John 
iv. 10. 

'We have seen and do testify, that the Father sent the Son to be the 
Savior of the world.' — 1 John iv. 14. 

'The works that I do bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me.' 
John v. 36. 

'Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and 
that he was come from God and went to God, 1 — John xiii. 3. 

To what God did he go if he himself were the Father? If 
there be any meaning in language it is plain from these scrip- 
tures, that the father did not take on him human nature. — 
Other passages might be mentioned bearing on the same sub- 
ject: as, 

'We have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ.' — 1 John ii. 1. 

'Christ, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh inter- 
cession for us.' — Rom. viii. 34. 

'He is able to save to the uttermost them that come unto God by him.'' 
Heb. vii. 25. 

Christ says, 'I overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.' 
Rev. iii. 21. 

The first martyr, Stephen, in a divine vision saw Christ at the right 
hand of God. — Acts vii. 55, 56. 

If Jesus were the Father, with whom would he intercede? 
To what God would he introduce those he saves? On the 
throne of what Father would he have sat down? 

The Lord Jesus Christ said, ( I came down from heaven to 
do the will of him who sent me.'— John vi. 38.; but if, as 8 we- 



17 

denborg affirms, it was the Father that took on him human 
nature, these words would be absolutely false; for if that were 
true, no one had sent him down from heaven, he would have 
come unsent, and he should have said, 'Sent by no one, I came 
from heaven to do my own will/ We must credit the faith- 
ful and true witness. 

4. This man contradicts the Scriptures again, by asserting 
that Christ became the word, by fulfilling what was written 
there. 

Swedenborq. — 'The Lord, during his abode in the world, fulfilled all 
things contained in the word, and thereby was made the Word. 4 * — U. T. 
261. 

The Holy Scriptures. — ( In the beginning was the Word. All 
things were made by him. And the Word was made flesh.' — John i. 
13,14. 

5. 'The divinity of the Father constituted the soul , the divinity of the 
Son constituteth the body ; and the divinity of the Holy Ghost, or the di- 
vine proceeeding, which constituteth operation, are three essentials of one 
God.'— U. T. 168. 

'By the Holy Ghost is signified Divine Truth, and also the Word, and 
in this sense the Lord himself is also the Holy Ghost.'— tJ. T. 139. 

'The divine operation is specified by the Holy Ghost, which is actual 
justification.'— U. T. 139. 

'The divine virtue and operation, signified by the Holy Ghost, consists, 
in general, in reformation and regeneration.'— U. T. 142. 

What a medley is here! The Holy Ghost signifieth Divine 
Truth — the Word — the Lord himself— actual Justification 
— Divine Virtue and Operation — Reformation and Regene- 
ration. 

6. Swedenborg. — 'There was no Holy Ghost before the coming of the 
Lord.'— L\ T. 158. 

The Holy Scriptures. — 'The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and 
the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee.' — Luke i. 35. 

'Holy men of old spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.' — 2 
Pet. i. 21. 

'As the Holy Ghost saith to-day, if ye will hear his voice.' — Heb. iii. 7. 

'Ye do always resist the Holy Ghost : as your fathers did, so do ye.' — 
Acts vii. 51. 

'The eternal Spirit.'— Heb. ix. 14. 

In the first of these passages the Holy Ghost is mentioned, 
as displaying his power before the appearance of Christ; in 
the second is said, to have moved those holy men that spake . 
ages before the coming of the Lord; and in the third is de- 

2* 
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clared, to have spoken words that are quoted from a psalm, 
(Ps. xcv. 7.) that was written many centuries before the birth 
of Christ; in the fourth the Jews of that age are said, to 
resist him as their fathers had done; and in the last he is call- 
ed, the eternal Spirit: yet Swedenborg tells us, that there was 
no Holy Ghost before the coming of the Lord. , 
• 7. Having so far noticed his contradictions of the Scrip- 
tures on this subject, there is still another view of it which 
deserves attention. Swedenborg represents the Holy Ghost 
as a divine operation; the Scriptures, on the other hand, rep- 
resent him as a divine person: hence, baptism is to be admin- 
istered in his name, as well as that of the Father and the Son. 
Matt. ii. 8. Such passages as the following deserve atten- 
tion: 

'The Spirit searcheth all things, yea the deep things of God. For what 
man knoweth the things of a man save the spirit of a man, which is in him ? 
Even so the things of God knoweth no man but the spirit of God.' — 1 
Cor. ii. 10, 11. 

'Why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghott—thou 
hast not lied unto men, but wUo God? — Acts v. 3, 4. 

'Your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost.'— 1 Cor. vi. 17. 

'We have access by one Spirit unto the Father.* — Eph. ii. 18. 

' They were forbidden by the Holy Q host to preach the word in Asia. 9 — 
Acts xvi. 6. 

' They assayed to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit suffered them not.' — 
Acts xvi. 7. 

'The Spirit beareth witness,' Sec. — Rom. viii. 16. 

•Grieve not the holy Spirit of God.'— Eph. iv. 30. 

' They rebelled against and vexed his holy Spirit, — Is. lxiii. 10. 

All these passages unite in bearing witness to the distinct 
personality of the Holy Spirit. 

To be lied unto — to inhabit a temple — to give access — to 
forbid — to permit — to bear witness — to be grieved — to be re- 
belled against — to be resisted — to speak — to move holy men 
(see the passages before quoted) are properties of a person, 
not of a mere operation. To search the deep things of God, 
as the spirit of a man searches what passes within him, is not 
what an operation can perform. What also would be the 
meaning of being baptized in the name of an operation? 

8. The subject of this part of the tract is of a nature in 
itself most mysterious ; and the only way to possess real wis- 
dom respecting it, is in a spirit of humility and meekness to 
believe what the divine Being has been pleased to reveal. 
His word teaches us, that the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoat, 
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though in some sense distinct, are in another sense hat one 
God : and it is a ruinous pride in man to refuse to believe 
what the Most High discovers, because it transcends his feeble 
powers to understand how it can be, as represented by him, 
who is best acquainted with his own nature. 

On this subject the writer, without adding any thing fur- 
ther, takes the liberty of introducing some passages from the 
Rev. W. Roby's excellent letter to a Swedenborgian clergy- 
man: 

' There is a distinction pointed out as well as a unity, and this dictinc- 
tion is held forth by all the modes of speech by which we distinguish persons 
among men. Each of them speaks of himself in the first person, J, m£, 
my, mine, us, we, &c. They speak of one another reciprocally, thou, 
thee, thy, thine, fee. They speak of one another, he, his, hym, &c. ; 
and they are all spoken of in distinct form, and in relation to one another, 
as being with one another, tending and sent, and doing distinct things 
peculiar to each. 

4 Swedenborg's admission of the Trinity under certain modifications, and 
especially his attempt to divest it of every thing mysterious, was a device 
very likely to entrap those who pay more respect to their own capacities of 
comprehension, than to the plain dictates of God's word ; but his contri- 
vance was inadequate to his purpose : his comparison of the Trinity, as 
you have stated it, to the ( Soul, Body, and Operation of One Human 
Person, 9 reduces it to a palpable absurdity. For, if this comparison of the 
Divine Trinity, as represented in the Scriptures, is just, we must suppose 
a man whose soul and body speak of one another — address one another — 
have distinct wills — whose soul sends his body, and whose body sends his 
operation, &c. &c. ; for all these, you know, the Scriptures narrate of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

' Before I leave this subject, I must not forget, that you summon my 
attention to a peculiarity in the testimony of Swedenborg, relating to 'the 
glorification of the Humanity of Jesus Christ; by virtue of which (you 
say) God was made Man, and Man God, in one Divine Person :>— rPs.4ct. 
and this you call speaking ' magnificently 9 of Jesus Christ. To me, on 
the contrary, it suggests a kind of transubstantiation inconceivably more 
absurd, than that of the Papists: they pretend that the consecrated ele- 
ments of bread and wine are changed into the real body and blood of 
Christ ; but Swedenborg, it seems, affirms that man is changed into God, 
the human nature into the Divine. 1 * 

VII. Swedenborg denies altogether the almighty power of 
God. Referring to the power of the Most High, he says, . 

4 If the power of God were thus absolute, he would never have permitted 
Adam to obey the serpent, and eat the fruit of the tree of knowledge of 
good and evil ; neither would he have suffered Cain to murder his brother; 
nor David to number the people; nor Solomon to erect temples to idols; 
nor the kings of Judab and Israel to profane the temple, as they so o/ireo 
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did ; nay, had his power been able to, effect it, he would certainly have 
saved the whole race of mankind without exception, through the redemp- 
tion wrought by his Son. and would have rooted out all the powers of dark- 
ness in hell.'— U. T. 58. 

In the Scriptures, on the other hand, the Most High is in- 
troduced, saying, 

* I am the Almighty God. 9 — Gen. xvii. 1. 'Is any thing too hard for 
the Lord V — Gen. xviii. 14. It is added, 'I know that thou canst do 
every thing. 9 — Job xlii. 1. The Lord Jesus Christ says, ' with God all 
things are possible' — Mark x. 27 ; and the angel that announced the 
Savior's incarnation said, ' with God nothing shall be impossible.'— Luke 
i.37. 

In defiance of these and other testimonies, Swedenborg 
asserts, that it was not in the power of God to hinder Cain 
from killing Abel, or David from numbering the people, &c. 
God permitted these crimes as he permitted Swedenborg to 
contradict his holy word ; but surely even reason might con- 
vince us he could have prevented both them and that. 

Swedenborg. — ( Jehovah, as he ezisteth in his pure escence, cannot 
by all his omnipotence approach unto any devil in hell, or any devil on 
earth, so as to curb his fury and subdue his violence, unless he be in the 
last and lowest spheres of nature as he is in the first and highest ; and it is 
by virtue of his humanity that he existeth in the last and lowest spheres.' 

It will be shown, that Swedenborg declares that devils 
were men. Four thousand years elapsed from the creation of 
the world to the time when Christ assumed human nature: 
now if Swedenborg's God could not curb the fury of any devil 
(otherwise wicked human spirit) on earth or in hell, before 
he took on himself human nature, then it appears that for 
four thousand years devils might bid defiance to God, and a 
wicked man changed into a devil would, for that time, be 
more than a match for his Creator. Such is the God of Swe- 
denborg: the God of the Bible is a different Being. All 
things are possible with him. 

As the Baron thus opposes the Scriptures; so we shall 
presently find Swedenborg against Swedenborg. In another 
place he says : 

Jehovah ( if he bad only breathed on the inhabitants of hell, would 
have deprived them instantly of life.'— U. T. 124. 

In the last extract but one he shows that ' if the power of 
God were thus absolute, (able to do all things) he would have 
rooted out all the powers of darkness in hell.' 
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He could, it appears, destroy them all instantly by merely 
breathing on them; and yet they live, because he has not the 
power to root them out, which he would have done, if he could. 

VIII. Besides absolutely opposing the Scripture testimony 
respecting God on the points already mentioned, Swedenborg 
does on several others. 

Swedenborg. — ' The Lord imputeth good to man, and not the least 
sort or degree of evil ; and the devil, by whom is meant hell, imputeth 
evil to man.'— tJ. T. 650. 

The Holy Scriptures. — 4 God shall bring every work into judgment, 
with every secret thing, whether it be good or whether it be evil.' — Eccles. 
xii. 14. i God will render to every man according to his deeds.' — Rom. 
, ii. 6. * Thou hast set our iniquities before thee, our secret sins in the light 
of thy countenance. 9 — Ps. xc. 8. * I will visit their sins upon them.' — 
Exod. xxxii. 34. ' I (Jehovah) will recompense their iniquity and their 
sin.' — Jer. xvi. 18. 

2. Swedenborg. — * God is never angry, he never avengeth, hateth, 
condemneth, punisheth, casteth into hell, tempteth — he causeth evil to no 
man.'— U. T. 650. 

The Holy Scriptures. — 'The Lord turned from the fierceness of his 
anger S — Josh. vii. 26. * The Lord's anger was kindled against Israel.' 
— Numb, xxxii. 13. 4 Deliver ye every man his soul from thejicrce anger 
of the Lord.' — Jer. Ii. 45. ' We are consumed by thine anger, and by 
thy wrath are we troubled.' — Ps. xc. 7. 4 Who can abide in the fierceness 
of his anger. ? — Nahum i. 6. ' The Lord revengeth; the Lord will take 
vengeance on his adversaries.' — Nahum i. 2. H (Jehovah) will avenge 
me of mine enemies.' — Is. i. 24. ' Vengeance is mine, I will repay, saith 
the Lord.' — Rom. xii. 19. ' Thou hatest all workers of iniquity.' — Ps. v. 5. 
' The Lord trieth the righteous, but the wicked and him that loveth vio- 
lence his soul hatethS — Ps. xi. 5. * A good man obtaineth favor of the 
Lord, but a man of wicked devices will he condemn, ' — Prov. xii. 2. * / 
(the Lord) m\\ punish the world for their evil.' — Is. xiii. 11. 4 The Lord 
cometh to punish the inhabitants of the earth.' — Is. xxvi. 21. '/ will 
punish you for your iniquities.' — Amos iii. 2. * Upon the wicked he shall 
rain snares, fire and brimstone, and a horrible tempest; this shall be the 
portion of their cup.' — Ps. xi. 6. ' The wicked shall be turned into hell, 
and all the nations that forget God.' — Ps:ix. 17. 'God spared not the 
angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell.'—- 2 Pet. ii. 4. ' How oft 
is the candle of the wicked put out : God distributeth sorrows in his anger.' 
— Job xxi. 17. c Such as turn aside unto their crooked ways, the Lord 
shall lead them forth with the workers of iniquity. ' — Ps. cxxv..5. * Let 
no man deceive you with vain words ; for because of these things com- 
eth the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience. — Eph. v. 6. 
4 Who will render to every man according to his deeds. Unto them that 
are contentious and do not obey the truth but obey unrighteousness, indig- 
nation and wrath, tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that 
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of the Waring GooV— -Heb. x, 31. * Then shall he also gay unto them on 
Ma left hand , Depart from me, ye coned, into everlasting fire, prepared for 
the devil and hia angels. And these shall go away' into everlasting pun- 
ishment.' — Matt. xxv. 41-46. ' Whosoever was not found written in the 
book of life was cast into the lake of fire.' — Rev. xx. 15. 

IX. Another part of the christian system is redemption. 
On this subject Swedenborg's creed will be found as absurd, 
and as contradictory to the Holy Scriptures, as on the pre- 
ceding. 

The word Redeem, in Scripture, when applied to the ob- 
jects of the present world, means, at times, to purchase again 
something that had been sold, by paying back a price to him 
that bought it. — Levit. xxv. 25. At other times it signifies, 
to deliver those who were in captivity. — Deut. vii. 8. This 
was frequently done in ancient ages, by a sum of money paid 
for their deliverance, and which constituted the price of their 
redemption. Applied in a spiritual sense, the word signifies 
the deliverance of man, through the atoning death of Jesus 
Christ, from the guilt, power and punishment of sin. 

The Holy Scriptures. — ' Surely he was wounded for our transgres- 
sions, was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was 
upon him ; and with his stripes we are healed.' 4 The Lord hath laid on 
him the iniquity of us all.' 'For the transgression of my people was he 
stricken.' * Thou shah make his soul an offering for sin.' ' He shall bear 
their iniquities.' 'He bare the sin of many.' — Is. liii. 5, 6, 8, 10, 11, 12. 
4 Messiah shall be cut off, but not for himself.'— Dan. ix. 26. ' Thou sfaalt 
call his name Jesus; for he shall save his people from their sins.' — Matt, 
i. 21. 'The Son of man came to give his life a ransom for many.' — 
Mark z. 45. ' Blessed be the Lord God of Israel ; for he hath visited and 
redeemed his people.' ' In whom we have redemption through his blood ; 
the forgiveness of sins.' — Eph. i. 7. and Col. i. 14. ' Ye were not redeem- 
ed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation, 
received by tradition from your fathers, but with the precious blood of 
Christ.'— 1 Pet. i. 18, 19. ( When we were yet without strength, Christ 
died for the ungodly.' ' God commendeth bis love to us in that while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us.' ' Being now justified by his blood, 
we shall be saved from wrath through him.' ' When we were enemies we 
were reconciled to God by the death of his Son.' Rom. v. 6, 8, 9, 10. 
( Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our sins.'— Gal. i. 3. ' Jesus, who 
delivered us from the wrath to come.' — lThess.i.10. * Jesus Christ, 
who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity.' — Titus 
li. 13. 'He appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.' — Heb. 
fab 26. ' One died for all.'— 2 Cor. v. 14. 'He is the propitiation roc 
our sins.'— John ii. 2. 'He hath made him to be sin for us.'— 2Cor. v. 21. 
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This list of passages might he increased by the addition of 
many more. 

Let this scriptural account of the nature and design of re- 
demption be contrasted with that of Swedenborg: 

' To believe redemption to have consisted in the passion of the cross, is 
a fundamental error. 9 — U. T. 133. 

' His incarnation and work in redemption, was to attack, conquer, and 
keep in subjection, the evils and falses which have prevailed and do con- 
tinually prevail throughout all hell.' — U. T. 86. 

' Redemption consisted in bringing the hells into subjection, and reduc- 
ing the heavens under the establishment of order. 9 — U. T. 84. 

* Redemption was a kind of creation of the angelic heaven anew. 9 — 
U. T. 640. 

4 It is imagined that the passion on the cross was the true and very act 
of redemption ; whereas it was not the act of redemption, but of the glori- 
fication of his humanity. The acts of redemption whereby the Lord made 
himself righteousness consisted in this, that he accomplished the last judgment 
which was executed in the spiritual world, and then separated the evil from 
the good, and the goats from the sheep, and drove out of heaven those that 
were united with the beasts that belonged to the dragon ; and formed a new 
heaven of such as were worthy, and a new bell of such as were found un- 
worthy, and by degrees reduced all things in each place to order, and 
moreover established a new church on earth. 9 — U. T. 95. 

Surely Egyptian darkness did not differ more from the blaze 
of eternal day, than Swedenborg's account of redemption 
does from the statement given in the Holy Scriptures. Ac- 
cording to that holy volume, Christ died for us — we have for- 
giveness of sins through his blood — are delivered from ini- 
quity — are reconciled to God, and saved from the wrath to 
come. His design was the salvation of man, and it was for 
man he died. 

Swedenborg however tells us, that this was not his design; 
that the precious doctrine of salvation through the Cross of 
Christ is a fundamental error, and that the Lord's object was 
to attack and conquer the evils and falses that prevail in hell 
— to bring the heavens into order — to accomplish the last judg- 
ment — to separate the evil from the good — to drive the ser- 
vants of the dragon out of heaven — to form a new heaven and 
a new hell — and a new church upon earth. If we were to 
search the records of Pagan idolatry or Mahometan supersti- 
tion, with the sole design of finding something most opposite 
to the Christian account of redemption, we could find nothing 
more opposite than these statements of Swedenborg's. 

2. He asserts, in defiance of the Holy Scriptures, that the 
Lord redeemed angels: 
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Swedenborg. — 'The Lord not only redeemed men but angels also. 9 — 
U.T.121. 

The Holy Scriptures. — 'Verily he took not on him the nature of an- 
gels, but he took on him the seed of Abraham.' — Heb. ii. 16. 

'God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and 
delivered them into chains of darkness to be reserved unto the judgment.' 
2 Pet. ii. 4. 

'The angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habita- 
tion, he hath reserved in everlasting chains unto the judgment of the great 
day.' — Jude 6. 

3. Swedenborg. — 'By bearing iniquities, is not understood the removal 
of them, but only to represent the profanation of the truths of the Word. 9 
U. T. 130. 

Such explanations as this, if allowed, would take away all 
definite meaning from words; and language would hardly be 
of any further use. If reading an account of the execution 
of a criminal we might on this system of explanation . be in- 
formed, that it did not mean that he bore the punishment of 
his crimes at the place of death; but that he took the Lord's 
name in vain. Besides, if bearing iniquities meant the pro- 
fanation of the truths of the Word, as it is Christ that is thus 
said to have borne iniquities, it must, consequently, have 
been he that profaned the truths of the Word. 

4. Swedenborg. — 'Without such redemption no man could have been, 
saved, nor could the angels have remained in a state of integrity.' — U. T. 
118. 

'The reason of this is, that the angelic heaven and the church on earth 
are before the Lord as a single mnn; the highest heaven, the head; the 
lowest heaven, the breast and middle of the body ; the church, the loins 
and feet ; and the Lord, the soul ; the loins and feet perishing, would have 
caused the destruction of the rest.' — U. T. 119. 

Here is childish fiction! What idea can be more absurd, 
or more unfounded in Scripture or common sense, than this, 
lhat the church below and the heavens above are all united in 
the shape of one vast man! According to the Scriptures, God 
redeemed man merely through his grace. According to Swe- 
denborg, the church constitutes the loins and feet of a body, 
of which himself is the soul; and he was accordingly necessi- 
tated to redeem man; because, if the loins and feet of his own 
body had perished, this would have been followed by the de- 
struction of all the rest What statement can be more gross, 
more disgusting, more unscriptural, than this! 
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5. The xeader has not yet seen the worst; let him now be- 
hold the Redeemer's blood trampled underfoot: 

Swedenborg.— 'I once heard a certain person in the last heaven say- 
ing, that he was free from sins; because they were wiped away, he added, 
by the blood of Christ : but whereas he was in heaven, and in that error, 
through ignorance, he was led into his former sins. 9 — U. T. 614. 

Thus does this man afesert, that it was so grievous an er- 
ror for a person to think, that he was cleansed from sins by the 
blood of Christ, that the consequence of it was, that, though 
he was in heaven itself, he was led back into his former sins. 

The Holt Scriptures. — 'We have redemption through his blood, 
the forgiveness of sins.' — Eph. i. 7. 'The blood of Jesus Christ, his Son, 
cleanseth us from all sin.'-— 1 John i. 7. 'Ye, who sometime were afar 
off, are made nigh by the blood of Christ. 9 — Eph. ii. 13. 'Justified by 
his blood. 9 — Rom. v. 9. 'Much more shall the blood of Christ, who 
through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot unto God, purge 
your conscience from dead works (sins, see chap. vi. 1.) to serve the living 
God. 9 — Heb^ix. 14. 'Unto him that loved us and washed us from our 
sins in his own blood, &c. be glory, 9 &c. — Rev. i. 5. 6- 'Thou wast slain 
and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood, 9 &c— Rev. v. 9. 'These are 
they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb.' — Rev. vii. 14. 

After reading these texts what shall we think of him, who 
not merely contradicts them all, but maintains, that believing 
the truth they teach led an inhabitant of heaven into sin? — 
Can we indulge the faintest reasonable hope that any who 
thus reject the atoning blood of Christ shall through it find 
salvation? How different are the songs of the redeemed, as 
represented in the Revelations, from the statements of Swe* 
denborg. 

X. He rejects the doctrine of a Resurrection. 

On this subject he states it to be the popular doctrine 'that 
man will not live in the body after death before the day of the 
last judgment.'— U. T. 693. 

This view, Which is scriptural, he altogether rejects, and 
misrepresents the sentiments of those who hold it. 

Swedknborg. — 'Have the souls of Adam and Eve and all their pos- 
terity for six thousand years or sixty centuries, been flying about the uni- 
verse, or kept shut up in the centre of the earth, expecting the last judg- 
ment? What can be conceived more anxious apd miserable than such 
expectations? May not their condition in such a ease be compared with 
that of persons bound hand, and foot and tying in a dungeon? Supposing 
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this to be the state of man after death, is not the life of an ass to be pre- 
ferred to that of a man ? Is it not also contrary to reason to imagine that 
the soul can be invested with its natural body? What can be more para- 
doxical than the present sentiments of mankind — that the bodies of men 
at that time (the day of judgment) whether they be mouldered carcasses, 
or mummies eaten by men, or reduced to mere dust, will be united again 
with the souls V—U. T. 693. f 

The Scriptures do not tell us, that departed spirits are shut 
up in the centre of the earth, or flying about the universe: 
these notions are inventions of Swedendorg's; but the word of 
God represents the souls of the righteous when absent from 
the body as present with the Lord.~-2Cor, yi 8.; and the souls 
of the ungodly are spoken of as 'spirits in prison. 9 — 1 Pet. iii. 
9. To the righteous this separate state is highly desirable. 
The apostle Paul knew it to be so much so, that he expressed 
his desire to depart and be with Christ, which was . far better 
for himself, though his continuance in the flesh was more 
needful for his christian friends.-— Phil. i. 23, 24. The Scrip- 
tures, at the same time, with all possible plainness, assert, 
that that very body which is laid in the grave, and which may 
for centuries moulder there, shall rise again, though in an 
incorruptible and very different state. Whatever inconceiv- 
able change may pass upon it, its identity will remain; and the 
body which is sown in corruption, is that which shall be rais- 
ed in incorruption. Though, on the supposition of there being 
a resurrection, it appears that Baron Swedenborg would pre- 
fer the life of an ass to that of a man; yet much greater men 
than he have preferred the life of a man to that of an ass.— - 
Thus it was with the apostle Paul, who expressed i% as his de- ' 
sire, to be absent from the body and present with the Lord; 
while, according to his own statement, he knew that his body 
would be mouldering in the grave. 

Celsus, that ancient heathen opponent of religion, scorned 
a resurrection as the hope of worms : and Celsus's hope of 
worms and S wedenborg's life of an ass, when the resurrection 
is referred to, display a strikingly similar spirit. 

The Holt Scriptures. — 'The hour is coming, in which all that art 
in the graves shall bear his voice, and shall come forth; they that have 
done good to the resurrection of life, and they that have done evil to the 
resurrection of damnation. 9 — John v. 28, 29. 

.Doubtless at that day there will be many of Baron Swe- 
denborg's opinion, that the life of an ass is better than the life 
of a man. Who they are it it not difficult to conjecture. 



27 

§ 

'If there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen, and if 
Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain. 
Some man will say, How are the dead raised up? and with what body do 
they come? Thou fool ! that which thou sowest is not quickened except 
it die ; and that which thou sowest, thou sowest not the body that shall be, 
but bare grain, it may chance of wheat or of some other grain ; but God 
giveth it a body as it hath pleased him, and to every seed his own body. — 
So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption; it is 
raised in incorruption : it is sown in dishonor ; it is raised in glory : it is sown 
in weakness; it is raised in power: it is sown a natural body; it is raised 
a spiritual body .'— 1 Cor. xv. 13, 14 ; 35, 36, 37, 38 ; 42, 43, 44. See the 
whole chapter. 

Paul preached at Athens : 

'And when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked.' 
Acts xvii. 32. 

Perhaps these mockers thought, that, if there were a resur- 
rection, the life of an ass was better than the life of a man. 

'Shun profane and vain babblings; for they wilj increase unto more un- 
godliness; and their word will eat, as doeth a canker; of whom is Hyme- 
neusand Philetus, who concerning toe truth have erred, saying, that the 
resurrection is past already; and overthrow the faith of some. 9 — 2 Tim. ii. 
16, 17, 18* 

Without referring to other passages we see enough to 
prove, that Swedenborg's doctrine is in direct opposition to 
that df the Son of God and his apostles. In that discourse 
of the Lord's, from which the first passage is quoted, he had 
noticed that he would ere long raise some of the dead to life} 
(verse 25) as he did in the case of Lazarus, &c. From this 
. he proceeded to say . r that the time will arrive, when not only 
a few that are dead, but all that are in the graves, shall hear 
his voice and eome forth. The expression is most strong and 
pointed. He not merely speaks in a general way of the dead, 
but specifies the place in which they are, 'in t«e graves;' 
and from those graves they shall 'come forth. 5 The second 
extract is from a long chapter, almost entirely employed in 
vindicating or illustrating the doctrine of the resurrection of 
the dead; and he who denies it, on account of its mysterious 
nature, is pronounced a fool; and it is most plain that the 
apostle speaks of the resurrection of the some body as was 
laid in the grave. In the last passage a denial of the resur- 
rection is numbered with profane and vain babblings, ^vhich 
increase unto more ungodliness; eat as doth a canker; and over- 
turn the faith of those who credit them. It is very probable 
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that Hymeneus and Philetus denied the resurrection, by ex- 
plaining it in a spiritual sense, and maintaining that it refer- 
red to man's being raised from the death of sin to newness of 
life. However, in whatever way they rejected the doctrine, 
the apostle, in fact, pronounced them profane and vain bab- 
blers, mischievous and destructive teachers* What then shall 
we say of Swedenborg? 

XI. Denial of a general Judgment* 

He altogether denies that solemn judgment which the Scrip- 
tures declare will take place at the conclusion of all sublunary 
things. 

Swedenborg* — 'The last judgment was executed in the year 1757.'— 
U. T. 115. 

'The last judgment took place in the spiritual world in the year 1757 ; 
which I testify ; because I saw it with my own eyes, when I was broad 
awake.'— U.T. 772. 

The Holy Scriptures. — 'We shall all stand before the judgment- 
seat of Christ; for it is written, as Hive, saith the Lord, every knee shall 
bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God : so then every one of 
us shall give an account of himself to God.' — Rom. xiv. 11, 12. 

'In the end of this world the Son of man shall send forth his angels, 
and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, and shall 
cast them into a furnace of fire ; then shall the righteous shine forth as the 
sun,' &c. — Matt. xiii. 41, &c. Compare Matt. xxv. 31, with 2 Thess. 
j. 7. 

4 We must all appear before the judgment»seat of Christ, that every one 
inay receive the things done in his body according to that he hath done, 
whether it be good or bad. 9 — 2 Cor. v. 10, 11. 'The Lord Jesus Christ, 
who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing. 9 — 2 Tim. iv. 1. 

Thus again Swedenborg and the Scriptures differ. They 
assert that all shall stand before that awful bar; he, that the 
last judgment took place in 1757, without any one on earth 
but himself knowing any thing about it. Our Lord asserts, 
that at the end of this world he will fix the lot of man; but 
Swedenborg declares, that the last judgment took place 63 
years ago. 

Swedenborg. — 'The coming of the Lord is not to destroy the visible 
heaven and the habitable earth. 9 — U. T. 768. 

The Holy Scriptures.— 'The day of the Lord will come as a thief in 
the night; in which the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the 
elements shall melt with fervent heat; the earth also, and the works that 
are theiein, shall be burnt up. Seeing then that all these things shall be 
dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to bet 9 — 2 Pet. iii. 10, II.— 
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*1 saw a great white throne and him that sat on it, from whose face the 
earth and the heavens fled away ; and there was found no place for them.' 
Rev. xx. 11. 'The heavens and the earth which are now, are reserved 
unto fire against the day of judgment,' &c. — 2 Pet. iii. 7. 

On these passages it is needless to say more, than that Baron 
Swedenborg certainly appears, in one respect, to have been 
a man of talent.— No one ever had the skill of directly con- 
tradicting the word of God in greater perfection than he. 

XII. He denies the second coming of Christ. 

Swedenborg.- — 4 This second coming of the Lord is not a coming in 
person; but in the wordy which is from him and is himself.' — U. T. 776. 

The Holy Scriptures.— 1 The son of man shall come in the glory 
of his Father with his angels; and then shall he reward every man accord- 
to his works.'— Matt, xvi. 27. 4 The Son of man shall come in his glory, 
and all the holy angels with him ; before him shall be gathered all nations.' 
— Matt. xxv. 31. 'This same Jesus who is now taken from you into 
heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into hea- 
ven.'— Acts i. 11, * The Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the archangel and the trump of God.'— 1 Thess. 
iv. 16. * There shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their 
own lusts, and saying, where is the promise of his coming?' — 2 Peter iii. 3. 

If these passages do not assert a personal coming, it would 
appear impossible for any words to assert it. The Lord Jesus 
himself solemnly declared it ; the angels that appeared at his 
ascension affirmed, that he would come as he had then de- 
parted ; and his departure was a personal departure ; and his 
divinely inspired apostles maintain it with all possible plain- 
ness of language.— Which should be credited? they who 
unite in declaring he will come, or the scoffers Peter men- 
tions, who deride his coming, and Swedenborg, who declares 
he will not? 

XIII. But follow Swedenborg one step further, and you 
come, though not as you will see to the height of his impu- 
rity, yet to the highest pitch of his impiety. 

Swedenborg.*— 4 His second coming is in order to separate the evil from 
the good, &c. : without this coming no flesh can be saved.' — U. T. 772. 

4 That this second coming of the Lord is effected by a man ; before 
whom he hath manifested himself in person, and whom he hath filled with 
his spirit, to teach the doctrines of the New Church by the word from 
heaven.'— «U, T„ 779. 

'The Lord hath manifested himself by me bisservant y and sent me on 
this office.'— U, T. 779. 

Here we behold at what this meek r amlest, humble, anaa- 
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suming gentleman (according to the accounts of his friends) 
is aiming. The passages, solemn and sublime, which speak 
of the coming of the Lord, referred, he tells us, to his own 
coming ; and without this coming no flesh could have been 
saved! 'Tis true, according to this explanation, the Scrip- 
tures should have been worded differently: the Lord Jesus, 
instead of saying, 'The Son of man shall come in the glory 
of his Father,' &c. should, it seems, have said, ' Baron swe- 
denborg shall come in the glory of his Father, with his holy 
angels; and before him shall be gathered all nations. 9 It 
should also have been, ' Baron Swedenborg, who is our life, 
shall appear ; and Baron Swedenborg shall descend from hea- 
ven with a shout, &c. &c. &c.' The apostle Paul also, when 
speaking of the crown he expected at another day, instead of 
saying, < which the Lord the righteous Judge shall give me,' 
according to this new interpretation, should have said, * which 
Baron Swedenborg shall give me at that day.' Shall we ad- 
mire this interpretation 1 Shall we, with Baron S wedenborg's 
friend 8, applaud his unassuming modesty and great humility? 
Or shall we entertain the idea, that if, as some persons 
imagine, the sin of Satan consisted in trying to hurl the Omni- 
potent from his throne, he committed an act of impiety no 
greater than that of which Baron Swedenborg was guilty, 
when he asserted, that the coming of the Lord was effected 
by himself! 

XIV. Swedenborg is the Encourager of Vice — He 
sanctions Fornication. 

It is no pleasant task to have to enlarge on a subject of this 
kind. Nothing induces the writer to do this, but a desire to 
promote the benefit of mankind, by displaying Baron Sweden- 
horg'ff pretensions in a true light. Let this be considered an 
apology for publishing the passages here collected. Professor 
Porson observes on Mr. Gibbon's celebrated history : ' A rage 
for indecency pervades the whole work, but especially the 
last volumes. If the history were anonymous, I should guess 
that these disgraceful obscenities were written by some de- 
bauchee, who having, from age, or accident, or excess, sur- 
vived the practice of lust, still indulged himself in the luxury 
of speculation ; and exposed the impotent imbecility after he 
had lost the vigor of his passions.' To many parts of Baron 
Swedenborg's works these observations apply with peculiar 
propriety. His treatise on c Conjagial (that is conjugal) 
Love,' in two volants octavo, it probably one of the. most 
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obscene and impure books in the English* language. He ap^ 
pears from it, to have delighted in letting his thoughts dwell 
on impure scenes, and repeatedly mentions his meditating on 
different lusts. This tract contains some extracts from that 
work ; but many parts of it, like the obscenities practised in 
the polluted worship of Hindoo idols, are too impure to be 
presented to the. reader's eye.- The writer's mind recoiled at 
the mere idea of publishing various passages which he mark- 
ed in the Baron's pages. Sexual intercourse is his frequent 
subject ; and this, he asserts, is carried on to a much greater 
extent in heaven than on earth. Fornication, and adultery 
also in certain circumstances, he allows. 

It is well known that fornication is a vice which was prac- 
tised to great excess by the ancient heathens, and which re- 
ceived the sanction of some of their most distinguished phi- 
losophers. Various modern infidel philosophers have given 
their sanction also to this vice ; and modern pagans pollute 
even their temples by it. The Christian system, on the con- 
trary, solemnly forbids this vice, and all approaches to it; 
and declares that the judgments of God will overtake those 
who indulge in it. 

The Holy Scriptures. — 4 Flee fornication. Every sin that a man 
doeth is without the body, but he that committeth fornication sinneth 
against his own body. — 1 Cor. vi. 18. 

4 The body is not for fornication, but for the Lord.' — 1 Cor. vi. 13. 

4 Fornication- — Let it not be once named among you.' — Eph. v. 3. 

4 This is the will of God, even your sanctincation, that ye should abstain 
from fornication.'— 1 Thess. iv. 3. 

4 1 have written unto you not too keep company, if any man that is 
called a brother be a fornicator, &c. with such a one no not to eat. 1 — - 
1 Cor. v. 11. 

'Know ye not that the unrighteous Shall not inherit the kingdom of 
God ? Be not deceived ; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, 
&c. shall inherit the kingdom of God.' — 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. 4 The works 
of the flesh are manifest, which are these, adultery, fornication, &c; of 
the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that 
they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom' or God.'— 
Gal. v. 19, 21. 

In these declarations we perceive how hateful this crime is 
to a holy God. We are taught that his wrath will overtake 
it; that they who practise it shall not enter heaven; that it 
should not be once named among Christians; and that no 
friendly intercourse should be maintained with a person, who 
professes religion and yet practises this sin. 

Baron Swedenborg therefore did right to establish a new 
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church, and profess to give a new revelation, when he taught 
that fornication and adultery (as it will be shown) are, in 
many cases, allowable. The real members of the old church, 
whether Calvinists or Arminians, dissenters or churchmen, 
will never be brought to approve of this kind of morality. 
On every account it is most proper that those, who choose to 
revere its author, should constitute a new church ;•— whose 
church the day of eternal judgment will show. 

Swedenborg's Sanction to Fornication. 

' Wisdom consists in restraining the love of the sex, and insanity con- 
sists in allowing it a wide range; if a range be allowed into fornication, 
which is the beginning of its activity, it ought to be moderated from prin- 
ciples of honorableness and moralities.'— C» L. 446. 

4 The love of the sex with some men cannot without hurt be to- 
tally CHECKED FROM GOING FORTH INTO FORNICATION. It is needless 

to recount the mischiefs which may be caused and produced by too great 
a check of the love of the sex, with such persons as' are naturally of a 
wanton disposition. • It is otherwise with those, whose love of the sex is 
so scanty that they can resist the sallies of its lust; in like manner with 
those, who have the freedom to introduce themselves into a legitimate part- 
nership of the bed, whilst they are young, without doing injury to their 
worldly fortunes thus under the first favorable impressions. Inasmuch 
as this is the case in heaven with infants when they have grown up to 
conjugial age, therefore it is not known there what fornication is; 
but in the earth the case is different, where matrimonial engagements can- 
not be contracted till the season of youth is past ; and where during that 
season the generality live within forms of government; where a length 
of time is required to serve offices ; and to acquire the property necessary 
to support a house and family; and then first a worthy wife to be courted. 7 
— -C. L. 450. 

Besides the sanction here given to fornication, let the read- 
er remark the curious paragraph: 'Inasmuch as this is the 
case in heaven with infdnts, when they have grown up to con- 
jugial age, therefore it is not known there what fornication 
is. 9 Hence it appears, that tho reason why there is no for- 
nication among the angels is, that they find no difficulty in 
entering upon matrimonial engagements. 

4 That fornication is light, so far as it looks to conjugial lore, and gives 
this love the preference. The reason why fornication is light, so far as it 
looks to conjugial love, is, because in such case it looks from the unchaste 
state wherein it is, to a chaste state, and so far as it gives a preference to 
this latter state, so far it is also in it as to understanding; and so far as it 
not only prefers it, but also preloves it, so far it is also in it as to will, thus 
at to the internal man; and in this case, fornication,. if the man nev- 
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HE wkLl examines in himbelf. There are two reasons which render 
fornication light with those who prefer and prelove the conjugial state : the 
first is, that conjugial life is their purpose, intention, or end ; the other is, 
that they separate good from evil with themselves. In regard to the first, 
that conjugial life is their purpose, intention, or end, it has the above effect, 
inasmuch as a man is such a man as he is in purpose, intention, or end, 
and is also such before the Lord, and before the angels, yea, he is likewise 
regarded as such by the wise of this world ; for intention is the soul of all' 
actions, and causes blameableness and unblameableness in the world, 
and after death imputation. In regard to the other reason, viz. that they 
who prefer conjugial love to the lust of fornication, separate evil from* 
good thus, what is unchaste from what is f haste : it has the above effect^ 
inasmuch as they who separate these two principles by perception and in- 
tention, before they are in good or the chaste principle, are also separated 
and purified from the evil of that lust when they come into the conjugial 
state.'-— C.L. 452. 

The plain import of this passage is, that where a man pre- 
fers wedlock which may not be quite convenient to him, and 
yet persists in fornication, his fornication is light ; and if he . 
intends at some time to marry, and afterwards does so, that 
then he is purified from any evil that there might be in his 
former loose conduct. Will the Eternal Judge act upon such 
principles? or will he abhor them, and him who broached, 
and those who hold them? 

' Care is to be taken, lest by immoderate and inordinate fornications 
conjugial love be destroyed. By immoderate and inordinate fornications, 
whereby conjugial love is destroyed, are meant, fornications by which not 
only the strength is enervated, but also all the delicacies of conjugial love 
are taken away. 9 — C. L. 456. 

Hence it appears that the rule by which a debauchee may 
judge how much fornication he may commit, is how much 
he has strength to bear without enervation . Disgusting as are 
such passages as these to the eye of modesty, yet there are 
many parts of the work whence they are extracted, far more 
disgusting and far more polluted. 

1 The conjugial principle and tie of one man with one wife, is the store- 
house of human life, 9 &c. — C. L. 457. 

1 This conjugial principle, with those who for various-reasons cannot as 
yet enter into marriage, and by reason of their passion for the sex cannot 
moderate their lusts, may be preserved if the vague love of the sex be con- 
fined to one mistress. That immoderate and inordinate lust cannot be 
entirely checked by those who have a strong passion for the sex, is what 
reason sees and experience proves ; with a view therefore that this immod- 
erate and inordinate principle may be restrained, in the case of those 
whose passions are thus violent, and who for several reasons cannot precipi- 
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tately anticipate marriage, and maybe reduced to somewhat moderate and 
ordinate, there doth not appear to be any other refuge, and as it 
were asylum, than the keeping of a woman, who in the French is 
called Maitresse.'— C. L. 459. 

The reasons which he mentions for not entering wedlock, 
are, the serving of offices ; the acquirement of property to 
support a house and family ; and the courting of a worthy 
wife; before all which can be done, the season of youth mutt 
be frequently passed. He specifies further, that but one mis- 
tress should be kept, and that she should not be a virgin, nor 
a married woman; (C. L. 460) in plain English — she should 
be one that has previously become the whore of some other 
person. 

He speaks of the lust of fornicating, as being a kind of mid- 
dle state (sphere he terms it) between conjugial love, and the 
love of adultery, and, respecting a person in this state, says, 

4 If he converts himself to conjugial love, he coverts himself to heaven; 
if to the love of adultery, he converts himself to hell ; each is in man's 
free determination, good pleasure, and will ; to the intent that he may act 
freely, according to reason and not according to instinct.'— C. L. 455. 

Hence it appears, that when a man has been living in for- 
nication, if he will but turn his mind to matrimonial love, by 
doing so he will convert himself to heaven, and will Wot out 
all his abominations. 

Notwithstanding the check which is placed on the passions 
of the licentious, by the fear of a future reckoning, it is dread- 
ful to perceive bow much debauchery exists; but were these 
doctrines of the founder of the New Church to become gene- 
rally prevalent, could we expect any other, than that an over- 
whelming deluge of pollution and impurity would curse our 
country ; and that those acts of lewdness, which God abhors, 
but which this man sanctions, would be multiplied a hundred- 
fold! 

3. On this subject it is proper further to observe, that pros- 
titution in the female sex is necessarily connected with the 
frequent perpetration of the above crime by men ; and this 
also therefore on the same principles must be lawful. This is 
an unavoidable inference ; for if lewdness and prostitution are 
not lawful but sinful in females,. it must be unlawful and sinful 
for men to indulge in fornication with them ; because, merely 
encouraging others to commit sin, and to live in sin, is an 
action in itself atrociously sinful. But on Baron Sweden- 
borg's principles it is not unlawful, but allowable for one sex 
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-to indulge in fornication, and consequently it must be as 
allowable for the other sex to live in prostitution. When it 
is considered, that there is no crime which so debases the fe- 
male character as lewdness, that the following description of 
a prostitute is a just one : she is c lost to all sense of shame, 
and to every right feeling ; she lives only to propagate die- 
ease, and wickedness, and misery, and death, and damnation, 
to all who come within the reach of her pestilential breath ; 
she becomes one of the grand agents of hell, in the accom- 
plishment of these infernal works.'* When these things 
are considered, what shall we think of a man whose doc- 
trines by unavoidable consequence lead to this conclusion, 
that a life of whoredom is lawful for females. Probably some 
of the Baron's disciples may dislike having such a conclusion 
as this from his principles divulged ; but it is left to the reader 
to judge, whether it does not necessarily follow the positions 
he maintains. 

XV. Swede nboro also sanctions Concubinage and 
Adultery. 

In various parts of his writings he speaks against adulteiy 
and those who practise it; but then it is evident that he does 
not condemn the crime in all cases, but merely when it is per- 
petrated in such a manner, as to transgress the rules within 
which he would confine it. Here again the resemblance is 
extremely striking between him and various ancient pagan 
philosophers and modern infidels, some of whom it is well 
known, have given their sanction to adultery. Against those 
who commit this crime the Scriptures denounce tremendous 
judgments: 

The Holt Scriptures. — * I will be a swift witness against the adult- 
erers. 9 — Mai. iii. 5. 

4 Whoremongers and adulterers God will judge.' — Heb. xiii. 4. 

' Be not deceived ; neither fornicators nor adulterers shall inherit the 
kingdom of God. 9 — 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. 'This ye know) that no whoremon- 
ger or unclean person hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ or of 
God. Let no man deceive you with vain words; for because of these 
things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience.' — ■ 
Eph. v. 5, 6. c Whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her, hath 
already committed adultery with her in his heart.' — Matt. v. 28. ( Who- 
soever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry 
another, committeth adultery.'— Matt. six. 9 ; Luke xvi. 18. * What 
therefore God hath joined together let not man put asunder.' — Matt. xix. 6. 

* Scott's Sermon on- Licentiousness. 
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Without referring to more passages there is enough here 
to show the will of the Most High on this subject. It is, that 
adulterers shall perish; that no cause will justify putting 
away a wife and taking another, except adultery on her part; 
and that those whom he has joined none shall separate. 
Swedenborg, on the other hand, assigns many causes for put- 
ting a wife away ; and though he does not expressly sanction 
another marriage, he does most expressly declare, that a man 
may take another woman to 'the bed of his injured wife to be 
his concubine. He also asserts, that the man himself may be 
judge in his own cask, respecting the putting of his wife 
away. The most abandoned husband could not desire greater 
liberty than this, when it is understood that such causes as 
being too talkative, revealing family secrets, &c. are just 
and conscientious causes for putting away a wife and taking 
a concubine. 

The following explanation of what he calls scortatory or 
adulterous love, may give some idea of the liberty which he 
subsequently more fully allows : 

4 By scortatory love is not meant fornicatory love which precedes mar- 
riage, nor which is consequent to marriage after the death of a married 
partner; neither is concubinage meant which is engaged in from causes 
legitimate, JUST, AND conscientious ; neither are mild kinds of adul- 
tery meant, nor the grievous kinds whereof man actually repents; for the 
latter become not opposite, and the former are not opposite to conjugial 
love. By scortatory love, opposite to conjugial love, is here meant the 
love of adultery whilst it is such as not to be reputed as sin, nor as evil 
and dishonorable, contrary to reason, but as allowable with reason. 9 — 
C. L. 423. 

2. He assigns the following and various others as causes of 
legitimate separation (a toro at a domo) from the husband's 
bed And house. 

First, a vitiated state of mind; here besides madness, &c. 
he mentions loss of memory, violent hysterics, a high degree 
of stubbornness m refusing to obey what is just and equitable, 
a high degree of*pleasure in talkativeness, and discoursing 
only on insignificant and trifling subjects, an unbridled desire 
to publish family secrets, to tell lies, to deceive, to blas- 
pheme, carelessness about the children, &c— C. L. 252. 

* The second cause of legitimate separation, is a vitiated 
state of body.' He mentions various diseases ; and among 
other pestilential fevers, cancers, gangrenes, and the like ; 
lipothamia, which is a total faintness of body and defect of 
strength, paralysis or palsy, ^epilepsy, fixed weakness arising 
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from apoplexy, the cholic, cteliac affection, rapture and other 
diseases. — G. L. 253. 

3. Jle permits those who put their wives away on account 
of such causes to take a concubine. 

4 That concubinage apart from a wife, when it is engaged in from causes 
legitimate, just, and truly conscientious, is not illicit. 9 — C. L. 467. 

The legitimate causes of this are the legitimate causes of 
divorce, as adultery, &c. on the wife's part, whom he allows 
to be retained at her husband's home without legal proof of 
her adultery having been offered while he keeps a concubine. 
C. L. 468, 469. 

4 That the just causes of this concubinage are the just causes of separa- 
tion from the bed. There are legitimate causes of separation, and there 
are just causes r legitimate causes are enforced by edicts from judges, and 
just causes by edicts adjudged by the man alone. The causes both 
legitimate and just of separation from the bed, and also from the house, 
were enumerated in a compendium above. 9 — No. 252, 253. — C. L. 470. 

That ( conscientious real causes are such as are grounded in what is 
just. To know these causes U may be sufficient to recount some of them, 
as, no natural affection towards children, and consequent rejection of them, 
intemperance, drunkenness,. uncleanness, immodesty, a desire of promul- 
gating family secrets, of disputing, of striking, of taking revenge, of doing 
-evil* of stealing, of deceiving, internal dissimilitude, whence comes 

ANTIPATHY. 1 

He then mentions a cause too indelicate to be named here, 
and proceeds with 

4 Application to magic and witchcraft, an extreme degree of impiety, 
and other similar evils. 9 — C. L. 472. 

4 There are also milder causes which are conscientious real causes, and 
which separate from the bed and yet not from the house ; as ' 

But modesty forbids the insertion of his words ; the purport 
of them however is, that when a man in the vigor of life has 
a wife who feels the debilitating effects of age, he may sepa- 
rate from her and take a concubine ; after mentioning this, 
he adds, 

* , 

* besides similar cases in which rational Judgment sees what is just, and 
wbichdo not hurt the conscience.' — C. L. 473. 

'They, who from causes legitimate, just, and really conscientious, are 
engaged in this concubinage, may be principled at the same time in con- 
jugial love. 1 — C. L. 475. 

Bach are the instructions with which this gentleman has 
blessed his followers. O let married female members of the 
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New Jerusalem Church ! he watchful lest they should he too 
talkative, or too stubborn, or too fond of disputing. Let them 
be careful also that their husbands do not form an antipathy 
to them ; and that they do not lose their memories ; or suffer 
from hysterics, apoplexy, or palsy ; for in all these cases, and 
many more, their great prophet allows their husbands to send 
them home again, and to take a concubine in their place. 
Let them be careful also, if in advanced life they should be 
sought in wedlock, that they do not marry a young disciple ; 
for if they should, Baron Swedenborg tells him, he may from 
a conscientious real cause take a concubine to occupy the bed 
of his aged partner. Wives of Britons ! which doctrines do 
you prefer ? those of Christ, who bids your husbands bear with 
your faults, and cherish you in affliction ; or those of Sweden- 
borg, who tells them, then to cast you off and take concubines 
in your room 1 British Mothers ! which system would you 
have your sons embrace? by which would you have your 
daughters treated ? We need not your answer; we know what 
it would be. 

4. As Baron Swedenborg thus gives a sanction to what, if 
generally practised, would be glaring adultery in numberless 
instances; so on what he himself terms adultery in many 
cases, he does not look with a very unfavorable eye. This 
will be evident from the following extracts from his work on 
'Conjugial Love:' 

4 There are mild adulteries, grievous adulteries, and more grievous.' — 
C. L. 454. 

4 Simple adultery is that of an unmarried man with another's wife, or 
an unmarried woman with another's husband.' — C. L. 480. 
. Duplicate adultery is that where both the parties are married, and tripli- 
cate is incest. 

4 Adulteries of the first degree are adulteries of ignorance, which are 
committed by those who cannot as yet or cannot at all consult the under- 
standing, and thence check them.' 

He illustrates this observation by referring to the case of 
a youth, that does not know that adultery is a greater evil 
than fornication ; or of a man of great simplicity, or of one in 
a fit of insane drunkenness — not a drunken lunatic, for he 
specifies delirium, but extreme drunkenness, and adds, 

4 It is evident, that in such cases the internal man, or mind, is not pres- 
ent in the external scarce any otherwise than in an irrational person.'— 
C. L. 486. 

4 Adulteries in such cases are mild.'— C. L. 487. 
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Henc* it appears, that when a drunkard pollutes his neigh* 
bor's bed, one crime excuses the other instead of aggravating 
it, as most persons would judge ; and that adultery in a young 
man is a light crime. Where does the word of God represent 
adultery in any case as a trifling sin 1 Swedenborg never 
learned this doctrine from the inspired volume. 

4 Adulteries of the second degree are adulteries of lust, which are com- 
mitted by those who indeed are able to consult the understanding, but by 
reason of contingent causes at the moment are not able. 1 — C. L. 488. 
These causes are powerful enticements on the part of a meritorious wife or 
husband, or threatening* of exposure in case consent to commit the crime 
is refused.'— C. L. 488. 

1 Adulteries committed by such persons, are imputatory according as the 
understanding afterwards favors them or doth not favor them. 9 — C. L. 488. 

.* Such things are not imputed (that i9 after death) only so far as they 
are afterwards favored or not favored.' — C. L. 489. 

Hence we learn, that when an adulterer in his judgment,! 
or understanding, disapproves of the atrocious crimes which 
he has committed, those crimes are not imputed to him. Light 
and darkness are not more opposite than this doctrine is to 
the word of God. 

' Adulteries of the third degree are adulteries of the reason, which are 
committed by those who with the understanding confirm themselves in the 
persuasion, that they are not evils of sin.' — C. L. 490. 

4 Adulteries committed by such persons are grievous, and are imputed 
according to confirmations.' — C. L. 491. 

That is, if the man confirms himself in the above persua- 
sion, his crimes are imputed to him; but if he confirms him- 
self in favor of conjugial love, and in the persuasion, that his 
former persuasion of the innocence of adultery was false and 
wicked, then they are not imputed to him. This seems an 
easy mode of getting rid of the guilt of adultery, and even 
of incest. 

The sum of Swedenborg's doctrine on this point is this, that 
fornication, in many cases, is allowable, and even necessary 
for unmarried men; that the keeping of a concubine, and con- 
sequent adultery, is, in many cases, equally lawful for married 
men; and that for this there are many causes legitimate, just, 
and conscientious; that adultery, where the parties are mar- 
ried, is in various cases, mild; and that where adulteries are 
not mild, they still will not be imputed to those guilty persons 
whose understandings, afterwards condemn their wicked con- 
duct. A nice morality truly! 
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XVI. We now come to another strange and unexpected 
discovery of Baron Swedenborg's; nothing less than that 

Mahometanism is a Divine Religion. 

Christians in general have been used to look on Mahomet aa 
an impious impostor; but Swedenborg informs us, that in- 
stead of this being the case, the Mahometan Religion, both in 
its rise and progress, was under the guidance of the Lord, 
and was taught and propagated through his Providence. 

Swedenborg. — 'The Mahometan religion, both in its rise and progress,- 
was under the guidance of the diviue providence of the Lord.' — U. T. 
833. 

'In order to extirpate these idolatries, (those of the eastern nations) it 
was brought to pass on the divine providence of the Lord, that a new re- 
ligion accommodated to the genius and temper of the eastern nations^ 
should be taught and propagated. This was effected by Mahomet, from 
iwhoin that religion took its name : hence it appears, that this religion 
owed its rise to the divine providence of the Lord ; this religion would not 
have been received by so many kingdoms, unless it had been made suit" 
able to the ideas of the people, particularly unless it had allowed of pol v- 
gamy.'— U. T. 833. 

Such is the account which this great prophet of the New 
Church gives of Mahometanism. One of the most bloody 
systems of imposture that ever the world beheld. For the 
sake of the illiterate reader it may be useful to add a short 
account of the Mahometan Religion, that he may be able to 
judge what credit is due to Swedenborg's declarations. 

Mahomet was born about six hundred years after the death 
of Christ, and is understood to be the false prophet foretold in 
the Revelations; the baneful effects of whose mischievous 
system are referred to in various parts of that prophetic 
book. With the Jew, he maintained the inspiration of Moses; 
with the Christian, he admitted the divine mission of Christ, 
and the truth of the gospel; but, like Swedenborg, maintain- 
ed that he was sent to purify a religion, which originally came 
down from heaven; and, like him, also attempted to found hie 
own pretensions, on the preceding revelations of Moses and 
Christ. After having obtained some disciples, he at length 
had recourse to arms; and inspiring his soldiers with an en- 
thusiastic valor, carried desolation and destruction wherever 
he went. On one occasion, in cold blood, he ordered seven 
hundred prisoners to bo beheaded, under the most aggravat- 
ing circumstances of cruelty. Hit religion was propagated 
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by the sword. The alternative proposed to vanquished na- 
tions, was death or conversion to his religion. His precepts 
to his followers were, 'Kill the idolators wherever ye shall 
find them; and take them prisoners wherever ye shall find them; 
and besiege them; and lay wait for them in every convenient 
place. When ye encounter the unbelievers, strike off their 
heads, until ye have made a great slaughter of them; and bind 
them in bonds. Whoso fighteth for God's true religon, God 
will not suffer his works to perish.' Thus was the system 
spread abroad by Mahomet and his successors. Can it be 
believed, that a religion propagated by burning towns, ravag- 
ing countries, slaughtering armies, ravishing females, be- 
heading prisoners, and making conquered nations embrace it 
or die, was propagated by the providence of God? What 
then must we think of Swedenborg, who tells you it was? — 
Did the Spirit that inspired the gentle Messengers of the gos- 
pel of peace, or the spirit that inspired Mahomet, inspire 
him! 

Mahomet in his own life was debauched to excess; profess- 
ing that he had a permission from. God to cohabit, not merely 
with more wives than others, but with his nieces, and any be- 
lieving woman. He permitted, his followers to have four 
wives, and as many concubines as they could maintain; and 
herein, it is true, he differs a little from the Baron, who al- 
lows his followers but one wife and one concubine at a time. 
He makes the chief duty of his disciples to consist in exter- 
nal ablutions, and stated repetitions of prayer, with some ap- 
pointed ceremonies; and these he extends to the life to come. 
Like Swedenborg he maintained that there will be marriage 
in the other world; and in the following quotation gives an ac- 
count of heaven, which the reader may profitably compare 
with the account of the same world from Swedenborg's works 
presented in this tract : 

'For him who dreadeth the tribunal of God, are prepared two gardens 
planted with shady trees: in each of them two fountains flowing; and of 
every fruit two kinds. They shall repose or couches,- the linings of which 
shall be of thick silk interwoven with gold;: and the fruit of the garden 
shall be near at hand to gather. Therein shall receive them beauteous 
damsels, whom no man hath > deflowered before them, nor any Genius, 
having complexions like rabies and pearls* Besides these shall be two 
other gardens of a dark green-; in each of them shall be two fountains, 
pouring forth plenty of water. In each of them shall be fruits and palms- 
and pomegranates. In them shall be agreeable and beautiful damsels, 
having fine black eyes,, and kept in pavilions from public view* Therein. 

4* 
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shall they delight themselves, lying upon green cushions and beautiful 
carpets.'* 

This is Mahomet's religion, which Swedenborg says, was 
propagated by the providence of God. This sensual bloody 
system : this system so entirely opposite to that which the 
Son of God brought down from heaven: this system he 
maintains, had polygamy allowed as a part of it, that it might 
be made more suitable to eastern nations. Did God by Christ 
forbid polygamy, and introduce a pure spiritual peaceful reli- 
gion; and did he so change as afterwards to introduce a sen- 
sual bloody religion, and to allow what he had before forbidden? 
Swedenborg in fact maintains that he did; but he himself says 
—I am God, I change not. 

XVII. Swbdenborg's Doctrinb of Purgatory. 

Another of his baneful doctrines is that of a purgatory, or a 
state in which, after death, sins may be removed, and a sinner 
prepared for heaven. This is a favorite part of the popish 
system. It has been productive of immense profit to the 
Romish priests, and of incalculable mischief to the souls of 
men. Nothing can be much more calculated to encourage 
mankind to persevere in their iniquities than a belief, that if 
they should not be prepared for heaven at death they may have 
their sins forgiven, and their souls prepared for happiness in 
the other world. Yet such is the doctrine of purgatory 
among the papists; and such under the name of vastation is 
that of Swedenborg. 

Swidenborq.— 'Besides the hells there are also vastations' (purgato- 
ries.) Even with those who have lived uprightly, before these can be ele- 
vated into heaven, * their evils and raises are to be dissipated, and this dis- 
sipation is called vastation.' — A. C. 698. 

'There are many persons who, during their abode in the world, have 
imbibed falses as to faith ; these in another life, so long as they are prin- 
cipled in what is false, cannot be introduced into the heavenly societies, 
lest they should defile ; and therefore they are kept some time in the lower 
earth, fin the spiritual world) in order that they may put off the principles 
of the false. The time of their continuance there are longer or shorter, 
according to the nature of the false, and the life contracted thereby. — 
Some eudure in that state no $Ught degree ofittfering, whilst what others 
endure is comparatively trifling. When the time of vastation is over they 
are taken up into heaven, and are instructed as novitiates in the truths of 
fiutb.'— A. C. 1106. 

•White's Bampfon Lecture Sermons, and Bryant on the Authenticity 
of Scripture, &c. 
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'There are young gills who hare been enticed to prostitution, and have 
been persuaded that there was no evil in consenting thereto ; these have a 
kind of instructer set over them, who is very severe, and chastises them 
whensoever they give their thoughts to such wantonness. This instructer 
they are much afraid of, and thus are vastated.'— -A. C. 1113. 

The system maintained in these passages is not merely po- 
pish and immoral, but altogether unscriptural. The word of 
God gives not the slightest intimation of such a middle state. 
It mentions again and again, with the utmost plainness, 
heaven and hell; the former the place of reward, the latter of 
punishment: but not one hint does that blessed volume con- 
tain about a place of purgatory or vastation. It represents 
those who die in the Lord, as going immediately to heaven: 
' To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise.' — Luke xxiii. 43. 
' Willing rather to be absent from the body and to be present 
with the Lord. 9 — 2 Cor. v. 8, &c. The scriptures also repre- 
sent the wicked as going immediately to the place of punish- 
ment : 'The rich man died and was buried > and in hell he lift- 
ed up his eyesS — Luke xv i. 22. The scriptures further rep- 
resent this life as the only state of probation : 'When a wicked 
man dieth his expectation shall perish.'—- Prov. xi. 7.; 'The 
wicked shall be turned (not into purgatory or vastation, but) 
into hell.' — Ps. ix. 17.; 'The night cometh when no man can 
work.' — John ix. 4.; 'Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do 
it with thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowl- 
edge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest.' — Eccles. 
ix. 10. The Scriptures also declare, that those are blessed 
who die in the Lord; 'for they rest from their labors, and their 
works do follow them.' — Rev. xiv. 13. In every respect we 
may perceive how much the Scriptures and Swedenborg differ. 
He maintains, that sin may be. removed in the other world; 
the Scriptures, that those who die in sin shall be turned into 
hell. He asserts, that those who have lived uprightly roust 
be vastated, or go through his purgatory, before they enter 
heaven; and that in this state the sufferings of some are great. 
The Scriptures, on the other hand, pronounce those blessed 
who* die in the Lord; that they may rest from their laborer- 
He maintains, in fact, that what is undone at death may be 
done in another world; but the Lord himself asserts, that that 
night cometh (the night of death) in which no man can work. 
The Scriptures assert, that those who will be saved have re- 
demption through the blood of Christ, the forgiveness of sin. 
Eph. i. 7.j. and that his blood oleanseth them from all sin.— 



44 

John i. 7.; but Swedenborg affirms, that it does not cleanse 
them from all sin; for they must go through the sufferings of 
vastation or purgatory in another world to be cleansed from 
their sins. The Scriptures speak of those who shall enjoy 
heaven as in this world by the Father made meet (or fit) for 
the inheritance of the saints in light. — Col. i. 12.; but Swe- 
denborg maintains, that this is not \he case; for they must be 
made meet for that inheritance by being vastated in the other 
world. 

The immoral tendency of his doctrine is strikingly display- 
ed in the last of the preceding extracts. He informs us, that 
there are young prostitutes who are persuaded, that there is 
no evil in prostitution. Who they are it may be difficult to 
say, unless they be some of his own disciples, who, having 
learned that fornication is no crime in men, suppose woman 
to have equal liberty, and therefore draw the inference, that 
prostitution is no crime in woman. However, without decid- 
ing whether these young prostitutes are disciples of Baron 
Swedenborg or not, it appears, from his aceount, that they are 
such, as are persuaded that there is no evil in prostitution; and 
when they die, it further appears, that they carry their lewd 
dispositions with them into the other world, and there they 
are made fit for heaven. How much pleasanter must such 
doctrine be to prostitutes and debauchees, than those solemn 
warnings and dreadful denunciations of a certain book : 'Let 
not thy heart decline to her ways; go not astray in her paths. 
Her house is the way to hell.' — Pro v. vii. 25, 27.; 'Her feet 
go down to death-, her steps take hold on hell.' — Prov. v. 5.; 
'Be not deceived; neither fornicators nor adulterers shall in- 
herit the kingdom of God.' — 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10.; 'Whoremon- 
gers shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire 
and brimstone.' — Rev. xxi. 8. 

XVIII. Further particulars respecting the Bar- 
on's Spiritual World. 

Besides heaven and hell he maintains that there is another 
world, which he calls the Spiritual World, in which persons 
abide for a length of time,, and- some* of them for centuries 
after death. The word of God, by which alone we become 
acquainted with things invisible, gives no intimation of such a 
world; but distinctly mentions heaven as the abode of those 
who die in the Lord; and hell as the abode of those who die 
in sin. It is not designed to make many remarks on Swe- 
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denborg's account of his fictitious spiritual world; nor on his 
accounts of heaven or hell. They are exhibited, that his own 
writings may guard men from swallowing the poison of his 
creed. Nothing is easier than to perceive, that there is na 
more reason for believing Swedenborg's tales about a spirit- 
ual world distinct from heaven and hell, than there would be 
for believing a man who might come forward and say, 'I have 
been to the bottom of the ocean, and at the depth of five hun- 
dred miles from* the surface I found green fields, flowing riv- 
ers, splendid cities, sumptuous dwellings, and millions of in- 
habitants.' Who would believe this, even if the narrator 
had the impudence to add, 'You must take me at my word, for 
I verily declare I have seen all this with my own eyes, when 
I was broad awake!' — Swedenborg brings no better evidence 
for his marvellous tales. 

Swedenborg. — * I was once walking in company with some angels in 
the world of spirits, which is in the middle between heaven and hell ; and 
is the common receptacle (for men) immediately on their decease, and a 
place of preparation for their destined abodes.'— U. T. 150. 

' I have conversed with all my relations and friends, and likewise with 
kings and princes, and men of learning after their departure out of this life, 
and this now for twenty-seven years without interruption.'— U.T. 281. 

4 Man after death is so little changed, that he does not know but he is 
still living in the former world ; for he seeth, heareth and speaketh, as in 
the former world ; he walketh, runneth and sitteih, as in the former world ; 
he lieth down, sleepeth, and waketh, as in the former world ; he eateth 
and drinketh, as in the former world ; he enjoyeth conjugial delight as in 
the former world.'— U. T. 792. 

Did not Lazarus know that he was not living on earth, 
when angels conveyed him to Abraham's bosom 1 Did his rich 
neighbor think he was still on earth, when he died and lifted 
up his eyes in hell? — Luke xvi.; Did the penitent thief not 
know that his spirit was removed to rest, to whom Jesus said, 
'To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise,' when those 
words were fulfilled 1 

c In. the higher part of the northern quarter of the spiritual world, border- 
ing on the east, there are place's of instruction for boys, and for young men r 
and for men grown up, and for old men. All who die in their infant state 
are sent to these places, and are educated in heaven ; and in like manner 
all on their first arrival from the natural world, who have a desire to be 
instructed in knowledge respecting heaven and hell, are sent thither also.* 
U. T. 661. 

' In the^ spiritual world there were persons engaged in discourse, on the 
various beauties and loveliness of the fair sex, with a mixture of much wit 
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and humor; on the news of the court; on public ministers, state policy, 
trade, merchandize, sects of religion, &c. ; and they talked till they could 
scarcely hear the sound of the human voice.' — U. T. 734. 

Others were feasting at sumptuous tables till they were ' surfeited with 
the load of meat which lay upon their stomachs. 9 — U. T. 735. 

In another place there was * a great multitude of old and young of both 
sexes, sitting by three and ten in a company on banks of roses, wreathing 
garlands to adorn the heads of the old men, the arms of the young, and the 
bosoms of the children. Others were pressing the juice out of grapes, 
cherries and mulberries, which they collected in cups, and then drank with 
much festivity ; others were delighting themselves with the fragrant smells 
that exhaled from the flowers, fruits, Sec. ; others were singing most melo- 
dious songs; others were returning into shady arbors, to repose on beds and 
couches.'— U. T. 737. 

Some complained ( the longer we view, so much the more our eyes are 
wearied with seeing, our noses with smelling, and our palates with tasting.' 
U. T. 737. 

' The people and nations inhabiting the spiritual world, are distinguished 
according to their religious differences ; Christians are in the middle, Ma- 
hometans round about them, Idolators of various kinds behind them, and 
Jews on each side.' — U. T. 678. 

He says Luther had a house and hearers in the world of spirits, but that 
hearing Swedenborg preach, ' he was convinced that he had taken his 
principal tenet of justification by faith alone, not from the word of God ;' 
he subsequently became one of Swedenborg's disciples. — U. T. 796. 

'Luther is risen again, and hath renounced his errors respecting justifi- 
cation by a faith in three divine persons from eternity ; and, in consequence 
thereof, is translated into the societies of the blessed in the new heaven; 
and seeth and pitieth those who follow his wild opinions.' — U. T. 137. 

In the spiritual world, * Calvin betook him to a house frequented by har- 
lots, and there abode for some time.' — U. T. 79. 

Those who have read the obscenities in Swedenborg's trea- 
tise on 'Conjugial Love,' might think him far more likely to 
go to such a house than Calvin. 

4 When he entered the spiritual world, he thought no other but he was 
still in the world where he was born.' — U. T. 798. 

If the Dutch do not believe Swedenborg's doctrine in the spiritual world, 
'their traffick is taken away from them ;' some others 'enjoy a flourishing 
traffick.'— U. T. 802. 

The Dutch are distinguished in the spiritual world "by appearing in gar- 
ments like those they wore in the natural world.' — U. T. 804. 

Among the English in that world, 'the political concerns of their coun- 
try engage their attention, and possess their hearts.' — U. T. 808. 

The Papists are separated from the Protestants, the Monks, however, 
'depute their emissaries through paths only known to themselves, in order 
to make converts;' but they are punished when caught. — U. T. 817. 

The Popish 'prelates assemble and consulton various matters relating to 
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their religion, particularly how the vulgar may be kept in blind obedience, 
and how their own dominion maybe extended. 9 — U. T. 819. 

In the spiritual world among the Papists are various societies, 'which 
live in the enjoyment of various external delights ; in some are dances ; in 
some theatres and stage exhibitions ; in some are mountebanks and jesters; 
in some they discourse with each other in a friendly way ; in one place on 
religious subjects ; in another on political, and in a third wantonly and 
indecently.'— U. T. 819. 

4 All who come from earth into the spiritual world, are kept for some 
time, on their first entrance, in the confession of faith, and in the religion 
of their particular country. This is the case also with the Papists, in 
consequence whereof they have always a representative pope set over 
them ; whom they adore with the same ceremony they used to do on earth. 9 
U. T. 820. 

'The Jews traffick in the spiritual world, as in the natural world, with 
various commodities, particularly with precious stones.' — U. T. 843. 
' 'They talk about the Messiah as they used to do on earth.' — U. T. 
844. 

'Some Mahomet or other is always placed in their view : (the Mahome- 
tans.) It is not the same Mahomet who wrote the Koran, but some 
other who executeth his office ; nor is it always the same person, but he is 
changed according to circumstances.' — U. T. 829. 

'The Mahometans bear a violent aversion to the Christians in general, 
on account of their belief in three divine persons, and their consequent 
worship of three Gods.'— U. T. 831. . 

He says, 'I heard a certain youth recently deceased boasting of his 
scortations.' — C. L. 477. 

'I have been informed in that world, (the spiritual world) that some 
married men are inflamed with the lust of committing whoredom with 
maids or virgins; some with those who are not maids but harlots; some 
with married women or wives ; some with women of the above description 
who are of noble descent, and some with such as are not of noble descent. 
Whilst I was meditating concerning the variety of such lusts, I asked 
whether there are any 'who find all delight with the wives of others, and 
none with unmarried woman V Wherefore, to convince me that such 
spirits exist, there were several brought to me from a certain kingdom, 
who were obliged to speak according to their libidinous principles : these 
declared that it was, and still is their sole plea w re and delight to commit 
whoredom with the wives of others ; and that they look out for such as are 
beautiful and hire them for themselves at a great price, according to their 
opulence, and in general, bargain about the price with the wife alone.' — 
C.L.483. 

More of the same kind of obscene stuff follows: 

He saw 'a company of spirits disputing about imputation and predesti- 
nation. They were Hollanders and Englishmen, with a few from other 
countries intermixed, and these latter cried out ut the conclusion of every 
argument, admirable! admirable P—U. T. 72. 
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4 Iu the spiritual world I have seen fathers, who from hatred, and as it 
were, rage, had looked on infants presented before their eyes, and with a 
mind so savage, that if they had been able they would have murdered 
them.' — C. L. 407. They became mild when they knew the babes. 

' Some months ago the Lord called together his twelve apostles and sent 
them forth throughout the whole spiritual world, as he had formerly done 
through the natural world, with a commission to preach the gospel. 1 — U. 
T 108. N 

"« This was done on the 19th of June, 1770.'— U. T. 791. 

Here we behold Baron Swedenborg first inventing a world, 
which is in some respects like the Mahometan heaven, and 
then telling numerous strange tales respecting it. Can any 
person, who exercises the rational powers which God has 
given him, believe all this in defiance of the Bible, and on no 
better authority than Swedenborg's word? A spiritual world, 
distinct from those abodes of happiness or sorrow made known 
by God; — and in this spiritual world men, the same as they 
were here, eating, drinking, marrying— children educating — 
some men talking about politics or the fair sex, till they can- 
not hear one another speak through the noise they make— 
others feasting till they are sick— others tasting fruits or 
smelling flowers till they are wearied — Christians still Chris- 
tians — Mahometans still Mahometans — Papists, Idolators, 
and Jews, still the pa me — Mahometans having a Mahomet 
that they honor, and Papists a Pope — Luther turning Sweden- 
borgian two hundred years after his death — Calvin going to a 
house of harlots — Dutchmen losing their trade if they don't 
join the New Church — Englishmen disputing on politics — 
Popish monks slily going out to convert the protestants, and 
getting roughly handled for their impudence — Popish bishops 
meeting to keep their people still in spiritual slavery— Fathers 
ready to murder their own infants — some people attending 
theatres, others talking bawdy — some hunting after harlots, 
and others after their neighbors' wives — youths boasting of 
their debaucheries — Hollanders and Englishmen disputing 
about predestination, and bystanders exclaiming, admirable, 
admirable — Christians and Mahometans cordially hating each 
other about the Trinity — all kept in their former faith, were 
it Christianity, Judaism, Mahometanism, or Idolatry—Jews 
trafficking in pearls ; and the Lord, in 1770, sending oat his 
apostles to preach the gospel to the inhabitants of Sweden- 
borg's spiritual world. If we could believe the rest, this last 
wonld seem the most probable part of the narrative, tor verify 
they seem to need the gospel. 
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XIX. The Place of Punishment. 

Having noticed Swedenborg's absurd account of his ficti- 
tious spiritual world, we now proceed to take a brief view of 
his representation of the world of future punishment. The 
Holy Scriptures in the account they present of hell, unite 
what is most dreadful, but mention nothing obscene, ridicu- 
lous, and laughable. Let the reader however first see Swe- 
denborg's account, and then* glance at that which the Scrip- 
tures afford. 

Swedenborg. — ' Hell formed from proprium by self-love, and the love 
of the world, that is, by hatred, constituted! one devil and one mind.' — 
A.C. 694. 

The Scriptures do not represent hell as a devil or a mind, 
but as a place of punishment. 

4 In hell he lifted up his eyes being in torments. 1 — Luke xvi. 23. * De- 
part from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his 
angels. 1 — Matt. xxv. 41. 

SWedenborg. — * With respect to the nature of hell, it consisteth of 
myriads upon myriads of spirits, being the common receptacle of all who, 
since the creation of the world, have alienated themselves from God. 1 — 
U.T. 123. 

' They are called Satans. who have confirmed themselves in the persua- 
sion pf falses; and they are called devils who have confirmed themselves 
in evils of life.'— U. T. 80. 

4 All angels and spirits are human beings; that they live associated as 
men do on the earth; and that they have garments, dwellings, and most 
of the things similar unto those that men have on earth.' — U. T. 16. Note 
b, by his translator. 

Speaking of those who fancy that nature exists of herself, 
he says, 

4 The angel said to me, " All hell consisteth of such persons, and they 
are called Satans and devils; Satans if they have confirmed themselves in 
favor of nature to the denial of God, and devils if they have lived abandon- 
edly, and have*thereby rejected all acknowledgment of God from their 
hearts." '— U. T. 35. 

4 Those are devils in another life who were once men, and who, during 
their life in the world, lived in hatred,' &c. 

4 The devil eigbifieth nothing else but such an infernal crew.' — A. C. 968. 

Here he flatly contradicts the word of God, in maintaining 
that all angels and devils were human beings. That they 
never were such is extremely plain from the language of the 
Scriptures. That good angels were not, is evident from the 
various declarations : that when Christ shall come in his glorv 
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to judge the world — Matt, xxv* 31. ; he shall come attended 
by his holy angels, and that then all nations shall be gathered 
before him ; and that he will separate the sheep, or the righ- 
teous, from the goats : but if the holy angels had once been 
righteous men, instead of being the attendants of the eternal 
Judge, they would be the sheep that shall be gathered before 
him. The Lord also declares that at that day, he will send 
forth his angels, who shall sever the wicked from the just : 
but if they themselves were just men, what would be the 
meaning of sending them forth to sever the wicked from the 
just? In various other passages, holy angels are described 
as forming the train of the eternal Judge ; but in no one of 
them as standing before his bar to be judged by him. Again, 
Christ is said not to have taken on himself the nature of angels. 
— Heb. ii. 16.; but if angels were righteous men, when he 
took human nature on him, he would have taken their nature 
upon him. Which therefore should be believed, the Word of 
God, that declares Christ did not take on him the nature of 
angels, or Swedenborg, who maintains that angels were men, 
and consequently, that he did take their nature 1 In Heb. xii. 
22, 23, the innumerable company of angels is expressly dis- 
tinguished from the spirits of the just made perfect: and in 
Heb. i. 14, they are declared to be ministering spirits, sent 
forth to minister to the heirs of salvation. That evil angels 
were not men, is also equally plain from the Word of God: 
the passage, that Christ took not on him the nature of angels, 
applies to them with all its force. It is said of them, God 
spared not the angels that sinned.— 2 Pet. ii. 4. And the 
Lord, when all nations are described as gathered before him, 
and the sentence of the wicked is mentioned, dooms them to 
depart into everlasting fire, prepared not for themselves, but for 
the devil and his angels ; thus expressly distinguishing those, 
he then condemns, from Satan and his wicked associates. 

Swedenborg. — He speaks of Satans who believe with all their hearts, 
with all their souls, that the Creator of all things is nothing but nature, and 
that God is a word without a meaning. — U. T. 77. 

He says, they lived in the natural world, and died there. — U. T. 77. 

The Holt Scriptures. — * Thou believest that there is one God— tbt 
devils also believe and tremble.' — James ii, 19. 

Swedenborg.—* At the coining of the Lord, the hells filled the whole 
world of spirits between heaven and hell ; they disturbed heaven, attempt- 
ed the middle heaven, which they infested a thousand different ways.'— 
U. T. 121. 
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The Holt Scriptures. — 'There shall in nowise enter into it (heav- 
en) any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketb abomination, or 
inaketh a lie.' — Rev. xxi. 27. 

4 Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where — thieves do not break 
through nor steal.' — Matt. vi. 20. 

How much these accounts differ from Swedenborg's state- 
ment of devils or hells infesting heaven, a thousand different 
ways. What a heaven would that be I 

3. According to Swedenborg, men go voluntarily to hell. 

4 An evil person chooses companions with whom he may live in his de- 
lights; and because he is averse from the delight of good, he spontaneously 
betakes himself to his own in hell.'— C. L. 524. 

The Holy Scriptures. — 'The wicked shall be homed into hell.' — 
Ps. he. 17. ' ' Bind him hand and foot, and take him away and cast him 
into outer darkness. — Matt. xxii. 13. ' Depart, ye cursed, into everlast- 
ing fire.'— Matt. xxv. 41. 

But instead of going of their own accord, they try to avert 
the doom. The angels ( shall cast them into the furnace of 
fire.'— Matt. xiii. 42, 50, &c.&c. 

4. And not merely willingly, but they go dancing to hell : 

SwEDENBORG.^-He speaks of some going to hell through a passage 
whence issued ' the delight of adultery, whereby they were so vivified, who 
were adulterers from purpose, and who were adulterers from a confirmed 
principle, that they descended, as it were, dancing, and there immersed 
themselves like swine in uncleanness.' — C. L. 500. 

5. And there are visited by holy angels. 

Swedenborg. — Angels said, ' under the care of a proper guard you may 
ascend with us into heaven ; and we also, under the same protection, can 
descend with you into hell. All who are in heaven worship God; and 
all who are in hell worship nature.' — U. T. 77. 

The Holy Scriptures. — * Between us and you there is a great gulf 
6xed, so that they which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither 
can they pass to us that would come from thence.'— -Luke xvi. 26. 

6. Hell, according to Swedenborg, has its delights, with 
which its inhabitants are greatly pleased. . 

Swedenborg. — Hell is in the enjoyment of the delights arising from all 
sorts of evils.' Among others, murder, and denial of God. — U. T. 455. 

4 The pleasures of scortatory love descend even to the lowest hell ; and 
join themselves ra the way thither and there with the pleasures of all in- 
fernal loves.'— C. L. 294. 

' All hell overflows with uncleannesses, and the universal origin of them 
is immodest and obscene scortatory love ; the delights of that love being 
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the delights of this love.'— C. L. 430. 

A horrid stench exhales when a new demon enters hell: c and what is 
wonderful, those stenches are to the inhabitants as delightful as dunghills 
are to the swine.' — C. L. 431. 

4 The hell of those who indulge hatred is full of a horrid stench, yet its 
inhabitants prefer this to the sweetest odors. 9 It made the Baron retch. — 
A. C. 814. 

4 Those who have been given up to thieving, above all other liquors in 
hell, are delighted with foetid and stinking urine. 9 — A. C. 820. 

4 A single Satan was once permitted to ascend out of hell, and to come 
to the house where I dwelt. I asked the Satan whence he came? He 
replied, from a society of friends; and I asked whence the woman came. 1 
and he gave me the same answer : she was of the tribe of the Sirens, who 
nave the art to assume all habits, and figures of beauty and ornament : at 
one time they put on the beauty of a Venus ; at another the decent coun- 
tenance of a princely virgin ; at another they adorn themselves with crowns 
and robes, like unto those of queens, walking in great state with wands of 
silver in their hands : all such are harlots in the world of spirits. I then 
asked the Satan whether the woman was his wire? he replied, What is a 
wife? neither I nor the society to which I belong, know the meaning of 
the word ; she is my harlot. Whereupon she inspired him with wanton 
lust, which these sirens can artfully do, and he kissed her and cried out, 
Ah, my Adonis!'— U. T. 80. 

This Satan believed that the universe was God — did not 
know that he lived in hell, or that there vjom any life after 
death: for which Swedenborg laughed at him. 

He says he visited persons who had lived in various preceding ages; and 
among others, those who lived in what he calls the age of iron. In a for- 
est he saw what appeared bears and leopards ; but an attendant angel told 
him these bears and leopards were men — he entered their cities and con- 
secrated buildings, 'and saw round about on the walls, idols in various 
forms, and a crowd on their knees paying adoration to them.' They en- 
tered a grandee's house, 'and he said, We do not live here with one wife; 
but some with two or three ; and some with more ; by reason that we are 
delighted with variety of obedience and humour, as marks of majesty; 
and these we receive from our wives according to their number. In re- 
spect to idols, we do not adore them, but we are not able to think of tha 
God of the universe, except by means of such forms presented to our eyes, 
for we cannot elevate our thoughts above the sensual principles of the 
body.'— C. L. 78. 

Here he maintains that they worship the God of the uni- 
verse through the help of idols; elsewhere that all in hell wor- 
ship nature. 

He says he went to see the inhabitants of a still later age, with whom, 
besides other conversation, the following was held : ' We asked, Do all 
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live heffe irt their respective frduses with one wife only? and they replied, 
with an hissing) What mean you by one wife only? Why do not you 
ask whether we live with one harlot? What is a wife but a harlot? We 
asked* What is your religion respecting marriages? At this the crowd 
murmured, and said) What "have you to do here with marriages? marriages 
are marriages. And we again asked, What is your religion respecting 
whoredoms! At this also the crowd murmured, saying) What have you 
to do here with whoredoms? whoredoms are whoredoms: he that is guilt- 
less let him cast the first stone* Afterwards several of the crowd laughed 
aloud, jested^ and banleredS-^C. L. 79. 

This was in a hell. 

In another hell in the west) all 'are shut up in eternal workhouses, where 
they labor for food) for clothing, and fot.a bed to lie on, and when they do 
evil, they are grievously and miserably punished.'— C. L. 80. 

Three devils were ordered to give an account of their delights, 'and they 
said, Know ye that every one, whether he be good or evil, is in his own 
delight; and the good in the delight of his good, and the evil in the de- 
light of his evil. And it was asked. What is your delight? they said, The 
delight of whoring) of stealing, of defrauding, of blaspheming. Again it 
was asked, What is the quality of your delights? they said. To the senses 
of others they are as stinks arising from dunghills, and as stenches from 
dead bodies^ and scents from stagnated urine. And it was asked, Are 
those tilings delightful to you? they said, Most delightful. It was asked, 
What further account can ye give? they said, That it is allowed every one 
to be in his delight) even in the most unclean, as it is called, provided he 
doth hot infest good spirits and angels : but whereas, by reason of our de- 
light, we cannot do otherwise than infest them ; therefore we are cast to- 
gether into workhouses, where we suffer direfully ; the holding in and draw- 
ing back of our delights in those houses, is what is called hell torment. '— • 

C.L.461. 

• 

7. It has been shown, to demonstration, In a former part of 
this tract, that Sweden borg sanctions both fornication and 
adultery; but he places those in hell who, in perpetrating 
those crimes, go beyond the allowed limits, and who do not 
afterwards, by changing their views of the subject, convert 
themselves to heaven. 

SwED^NBORQ.*- 4 Hell, in the total, is called adultery) and heaven, in 
the total, is called marriage.'— *& L. 520* 

They who have principled themselves in the lust of debauching young 
females after death) * do not suffer themselves to be drawn away from it, 
wherefore they are let out into 1 their free principle ; and,- in this case, they in- 
stantly wander about and inquire after brothels, and also enter them when 
they are pointed out: these brothels are on the sides Of hell ; but when 
they meet with' none but prostitutes there, they go away and inquire where 
there are virghw; and then they are carried to harlots, who, by phantasy, 
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can assume super-eminent beauty, and florid girlish complexion, and boast 
themselves virgins; and seeing these they burn with desire toward them, 
in like manner as in the world ; wherefore with these they bargain.'— C. 
L. 505. 

Some that follows is too obscene to be copied. 

To those men who have been addicted to debauchery with many women, 
are opened i brothels, which are on the side of hell, where there are har- 
lots, with whom is given an opportunity of varying their lusts; but this is 
granted with restriction to one harlot in a day, and under penalty, in case 
of communicating with more than one on the same day.'—C. L. 510. 

When it appears that these cannot, by such process, be al- 
tered for the better, they are sent to another part of hell : 
but part of the description is too obscene to be copied. 

The lot of persons who have been given to violating females 
after death is as follows : 

4 These violators then separate themselves from those who are in the 
limited love of the sex; and altogether from those who are in conjugial 
love : thus from heaven. Afterwards they are committed to most cunning 
harlots ; who, not only by persuasion, but also by imitation, perfectly like 
that of a stage-player, can feign and represent as if they were chastity 
itself: these harlots have a clear discernment of the persons who are prin- 
cipled in the above lust ; in their presence they speak of chastity and its 
value ; and when the violator comes near and touches them they are full 
•of wrath, and fly away, as through terror, into a closet. 9 — C. L. 512. 

The account which follows of what passes between the 
harlot and her dupe is so impure, that the writer dares not 
pollute the page by its insertion. It is with reluctance that 
he inserts some of the passages which do appear. 

8. Such is Baron Swedenborg's hell ; — made of one devil, 
yet consisting of myriads ;— these devils having once been 
men ; — believing with their heart and soul that there is no 
God ; and all of them worshipping nature ; yet though they 
believe in no God, worshipping the God of the universe by 
the help of idols to lift their minds to him.— Going spontane- 
ously to hell, and dancing as they go ; — at times visiting hea- 
ven ; and before the coming of the Lord, infesting heaven a 
thousand ways ; — having temples and cities, and some of them 
looking like bears and leopards ;— -delighting in stench, like 
swine in dunghills ; — preferring this to the sweetest odors ; 
—delighting in murder, stealing, whoring, blaspheming and 
defrauding ;— these delights like stenches from dead bodies, 
and to them most charming. — One of them with his harlot 
allowed to visit Baron Swedenborg, who did not know the 
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meaning of the word wife, though some of his brethren if* 
hell have two or three;— he toying, and kissing, Ah, my- 
Adonis ; — not knowing that there was any life after death ; 
or that he and his paramour lived in hell.-— Some of them 
jesting, bantering, and laughing aloud ; and permitted to fol- 
low their delights if they let their betters alone ; — but else 
sent to workhouses, and deprived of their pleasures, which is 
the meaning of being tormented in hell fire. — Some of them 
wandering about in brothels in the sides of hell ;— others de- 
livered to most cunning harlots, who feign much modesty ; 
and others having a harlot a day allowed them, but when not 
amended by this curious process, sent elsewhere. 

But the subject is too serious for laughter. What must we 
think of the man, who professes to have been an immediate 
messenger of heaven, and who publishes as divine revelations 
these disgusting tales ; so different in every respect from the 
simple, but dreadful statements of the divine word? What 
must we think of the state of that man's mind, who could 
manifest such a love for impurity, as to allow fornication and 
adultery on earth ; and to fill hell itself with the delights of 
harlots! — Mahomet, sensual as he was, never went so far. 

9. Compare with these disgusting tales* the plain, but 
awful statements of the word of God, and then judge which 
are most worthy of belief: for both cannot be true. Which 
indeed would be most worthy of belief, if we even had no 
evidence, instead of having much,, that the Scriptures are 
divine. 

« The wicked shall be turned into hell.'— Ps. ix. 17. 'The chaff he 
will burn with unquenchable fire. 9 — Matt. iii. 12. 'Cast ye the unprofit- 
able servant into outer darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.'— Matt. xxv. 30. * He shall say to them on his left hand, Depart 
from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his an- 
gels-— and these shall go away into everlasting punishment.'— Matt. xxv. 
41, 46. * Hell— the fire that never shall be quenched ; where their worm 
dieth not, and the rke is not quenched.' — Mark ix. 43, 44; 'In hell he 
lifted up his eyes being in torments— and cried— send Lazarus that he may 
dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue r for I am tormented in 
this flame.' — Luke xvi. 23, 24. God will render 'indignation and wrath, 
tribulation and anguish,. upon every soul of man that doeth evil. 9 — Rom. 
ii. 8, 9. ' Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the 
presence of the Lord, and from the glory of bis power.'— 2 Thess. i. 9. . 
'The smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever.' — Rev. xiv. 
11. ' Whosoever was not found written in the book ef life, was cast intc*> 
the lake of fire. 9 — Rev. xx. 15. 
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Awful, yet salutary warnings of the horrible effects of sin t 
How different from Swedenborg's tales of laughing, and jest- 
ing, and thieving, and delighting, and whoring in hell, and 
of going down dancing thither ! 

XX. Heaven. 

We now proceed to take a view of one other part of Swe- 
denborg's system—his account of heaven* 

The reader may compare this with the scriptural represen- 
tation of that happy state, and with the account already given 
of the sensual Mahometan paradise, and judge which it most 
resembles* Perhaps it may be as well firsfc to notice the 
Scriptural account of heaven. 

4 In thy presence is fulness of joy; ftt thy right hand are pleasures for* 
evermore.'— Ps. xvh 11. 4 The righteous shall shine as the sun in the 
kingdom of their Father.'*-«-Matt. xiii. 43. *They neither marry, nor 
are given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven.*— Man. 
xxii. 30. ' They are equal unto the angels; and are the children of God.' 
—Luke xx. 36. ( As we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall 
also bear the image of the heavenly.'— 1 Cor. xv. 49. * Jesus Christ I 
who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his 
glorious body.'-^Phil. iii. 20. * It doth not yet appear what we shall be t 
but we know that when he shall appear, we shall bti like htm ; for wo 
■hall see him as he is.*— *1 John iii. 2. * Our light affliction^ which is but 
for a moment) worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory.*— 2 Cor. iv. 17. ' Ye have in heaven a better and an- enduring sub* 
stance.'- ^Heb. x. 34. * An inheritance incorruptible* and undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away.'— 1 Peter i. 4. Jesus said, ' in my Father's house 
are many mansions— I go to prepare a place for you — I wHl come again, 
and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.'— 
John xiv. 2, &c. ' When the chief shepherd shall appear; ye shall re- 
ceive a crown of glory, that fadeth not away.'— 1 Pet. v. 4. 4 1 beheld 
a great multitude which no man could number — before the throne) clothed 
with white robes* and palms in their hands-^These are they which came 
out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them 
white in the blood of the lamb ; therefore are they before the throne of 
God, and serve him day and night iff his temple t and he that sitteth on 
the throne shall dwell among them. They shall hunger no more) neither 
thirst any more ; neither shall the sun light on them* nor any heat ; for the 
Lamb which is in the midst of the throne^ shall feed them, and shall lead 
them unto living fountains of waters; and God shall Wipe away all tears 
from their eyes.'— *Rev. vii. 9, 14, ice. *God himself shall be with 
(hem, and be their God— -and there shall be no more death) neither sot* 
row, nor crying) neither shall there be any more pain; for the former 
things are passed away»'— Rev. xxi. 3) 4. ' And there shall be no mors 
curse : but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be iff it; (the hear* 
only city) and hit servants shall serve him. And there shall be no night 
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there; and they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord 
Godgiveth them light: and they shall reign for ever. 9 — Rev. xxii. 3,5. 
' And there shall in nowise enter into it any thing that defiletb, neither 
whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie ; but they which are 
written in the Lamb's book of life. 9 — Rev. xxi. 27. * We shall be ever 
with the Lord.' — 1 Thess. iv. 7. ' I give unto them eternal life.' — John 
x. 28. * Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my 
God, and he shall go no more out.' — Rev. iii. 12. 

The view given of heaven, in these sublime and glorious 
passages, is, that it is a world of the most perfect holiness, 
and of pure ineffable happiness ; that its blessed inhabitants 
enjoy a perpetuity of bliss, and having once entered those 
peaceful regions, never leave them more. They rest from 
their labors, having done with the toils of life. Their hap- 
piness the Scriptures do not attempt minutely to describe, but 
represent it as fulness of joy for evermore. Their glory is 
inexpressible; for it doth not appear what they shall be, but 
this will constitute a principal part of their felicity, that they 
are forever with the Lord. 

How gloomy would be the transition from the bloom and 
beauty of a summer's morning, to the dark howling storm of 
a tempestuous winter's night ! but not so gloomy as the dif- 
ference between these brilliant representations, and the base 
and disgusting description which Swedenborg has given of 
heaven — as base as these are glorious — as sensual as these 
are pure — as low as these are sublime. The feelings of that 
man are not to be envied, who does not see that as much as 
light excels darkness, and heaven hell, so much superior are 
these Scriptural accounts to his ridiculous, or sensual, or even 
obscene tales. If the reader can but exercise sufficient 
patience, he may now contemplate a few of these. 

Swedenborg. — c The angelic heaven appears in the sight of God, as 
a single man. — There is not a single society in that heaven, which doth not 
correspond with some member, part, or organ, in man. It is therefore 
common to say in heaven, that such a society is' either in the province of 
the liver, or the pancreas, or the spleen, or the stomach, or the eye, or the 
ear, &c. — I have seen a society of angels, consisting of several thousands,, 
which appeared as a single man.' — U. T. 65. 

More of the same occurs in his treatise on < Heaven and 
Hell.' 

What can be more absurd ! he who can believe this, might 
as well believe that this world forms another grand man; 
and that when volcanoes are' raging, this great man is spit- 
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ting out fire, like Cacus, the robber whom Hercules is said to 
have slain. 

3. Swedenborg maintains that some go to heaven, and 
afterwards throw themselves out, and some are cast down. 

Those who have devoted themselves to works of piety and divine wor- 
ship, but who have vowed perpetual virginity, 'are indeed received into 
heaven; but when they are made sensible of the sphere of eonjugial love 
therein, they become sad and fretful ; in this case some of their own ac- 
cord, some in consequence of asking leave, and some in consequence of 
command given them, go away and are sent out. 9 When oat of heaven 
and among their associates, ' from being fretful they tjecome»cbeerrul, and 
have gladness one among another.'— C. L. 155. 

The apostle Paul advised some of his pious friends, on ac- 
count of the troubles of their time, to keep single. — 1 Cor. 
vii. 26, 32; but according to Baron Swedenborg, he was ex- 
tremely mistaken in doing so ; for his friends, when they 
reached heaven, where he meant to lead them, would be so 
sad and fretful, that they would never be contented till they 
got out again ! 

He tells of three hundred of the clergy and laity, who were reputed 
men of learning, on account of their confirming the doctrine of faith alone, 
even to justification ; they were admitted into heaven : going up they 
looked like calves, but they cast themselves down headlong, and in their 
fall they appeared like dead horses. — U. T. 623. 

He states that ' those who are in evils and falses are allowed to ascend 
into heaven ; but as soon as they enter therein thev begin to gasp for 
breath — they crawl away and throw themselves down a Bleep hole, and 
never rest till they come into hell.' — U. T. 622. 

A man cast out of heaven and his clothes after him ; an- 
other almost killed by the fall. 

One had been admitted into heaven, who said, * one came from the 
judgment-hall with a command to strip me naked, and to cast me out, and 
to throw my clothes after me ; and so I was cast out. 9 Another was re* 
duced to a state of insanity ; a third, who had been admitted and excluded, 
said, • I crawled to the brink of heaven, from whence I threw myself 
headlong down, and being taken up by some people who were standing 
near the place where I alighted, by proper care I was soon brought to 
myself again.'— U. T. 739. 

How much all this absurdity differs from those plain decla- 
rations : ' There shall in nowise enter into it (heaven) any 
thing that defileth.' — And of him that entereth, ' he shall go 
no more out.' 

4. The Scriptures lead us to the idea that in heaven de?o 
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tion will be pursued to much greater extent, and with much 
greater enjoyment, than in the present world of cares. It is 
said, (Rev. iv. 8, &c.) of those creatures that are designed 
to give a hieroglyphical representation of the angels, that 
c they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy Lord 
God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come ;' and in 
this worship, those who represent the church triumphant join. 
Swedenborg not merely contradicts this Scriptural idea, but 
tells a ridiculous tale in opposition to it. 

4 In heaven the holies of the church (viz. devotion and worship) do not 
more engage the mind and houses of the inhabitants, than here in the 
world.'— U. T. 695. 

There were some ( who had persuaded themselves, that heavenly joy 
and eternal happiness consist in a perpetual glorification of God, and one 
continual festival of prayer and praise to all eternity ; in consequence of 
a belief they had entertained that they should see God. 9 — U. T. 738. 

These were assembled in a temple where they had * been one day and 
a part; some fast asleep, and those who were awake yawning and listless; 
many of them, in consequence of the continual elevation of their thoughts 
to God, without any relapse into the inferior concerns of the body, seemed 
as if their faces were moved out from their bodies; several again had a 
wild and raving look — every one seemed in great pain, and to express 
great weariness of spirits.' They complained that their ears were stunned, 
and at last, leaving their seats * and crowding in a body to the doors, they 
broke them down, and by. mere violence made their way through the 
guards.'— U. T. 738. 

5. Trades, meats, drinks, &c. in heaven. 

* I will declare to you this new piece of intelligence from heaven, that 
administrations, offices, judiciary proceedings both in greater and lesser 
matters, mechanical aits, and all kinds of manufactures are therein.'— 
U. T. 694. 

* Various matters relating to civil prudence and rational erudition, em- 
ploy the attention of the angels. 9 — U. T. 695. 

An angel said, ' there are in heaven, as in the world, both meats and 
drinks, both feasts and repasts; and, at the tables, of the great, there is a 
variety of the most exquisite food, and all kinds of rich dainties: there 
are besides sports and public exhibitions, concerts of music vocal and in- 
strumental; and all these things in the highest perfection, whereby the 
minds of the angels are exhilarated and refreshed.' — U. T. 735. 

4 There are in the heavens, as there are on the earths, distinctions of dig- 
nity, and pre-eminence, with abundance of the richest treasures; for there 
are governments, and consequently forms of governments, and consequently 
therels a variety of ranks and orders. — Those of the highest rank have 
courts and palaces $o live in, which, for splendor and magnificence, exceed 
every thing that the kings and princes of the earth can boast of; and they 
derive honor and glory from the multitude and magnificence of their cour- 
tiers, ministers, and attendants.'— U. T. 736. 



60 

Ten persons from the spiritual world, whose usual abode was not in 
heaven, were admitted there for three days.' They were introduced to the 
house of a prince, who gave orders to his attendants to provide each of 
them with a separate apartment, and a bed-chamber: it was said to them, 

* Ye are invited to dinner, and then ye will sit at table with our prince. 9 
They were shown a splendid palace which God had built, and presented 
to the prince : then they were conducted to the garden, where grew olives, 
vines, sweet-scented shrubs, &c. &c. : they had some garments of fine 
linen brought them, and were * introduced into the company and- conver- 
sation of the grandees and nobles. 1 The prince at last came attended by 
one hundred and twenty guards, officers, &c. : the prince said to them, 

* Come with me to eat bread ; so they followed him into the dining-room, 
where they saw a table magnificently set out' — there were a ' variety of 
sweetmeats and preserves, with other delicacies made of bread and wine' 
— there was, ' as it were, a bubbling fountain of nectareous wine 9 — ' the 
dishes and plates were of silver. 9 * The prince was clad in an upper gar- 
ment of purple; 9 his ' waistcoat of bright silk of a blue color; 9 the 
courtiers coats were brown, their waistcoats of silk of a fire color, ' so 
also were their breeches and stockings. 9 After dinner, the prince gave 
orders to show to the strangers * every token of civility and respect, and 
also to invite some courtiers and affable company, to entertain them with 
discourse on the various joys of their society. — U. T. 744.' 

The company who were invited related the following par- 
ticulars : 

* There are here days of festivity, appointed by a prince, in order that 
the mind, by a due relaxation, may recover from the weariness which an 
emulative desire may occasion, in particular cases. On such days we have 
concerts of music, and singing, in the public buildings of the city, and out 
of the city are exhibited games and shows : in the public buildings at such 
times are orchestras raised, surrounded with balusters 9 — within them 4 sit 
the musicians with their wind and string instruments of various tones — 
beside them sit singing men and singing women — these concerts continue 
on those days of festivity from morning till noon, and afterwards till eve- 
ning; moreover, every morning, from the houses round the public build- 
ings, are heard the most sweet songs of virgins and young girls, which pen- 
etrate through the whole city. This ended, the windows of the public 
buildings, and likewise of the private houses are shut, and so also are the 
doors — all are intent on their work and the labor of their calling. At 
noon, however, the doors are opened, and also the windows in some bouses, 
and boys and girls are seen playing in the streets ; whilst their masters and 
mistresses sit at the entrance of their houses watching over them, and 
keeping them in order. At the extreme parts of the city are to be seen 
various sports of boys and young men ; as running, hand ball, tennis, &c 
There are besides trials of skill among the boys, in order to discover the 
readiness of their wit in speaking, acting, and perceiving; and to such as 
excel are given some leaves of laurel, as a reward. Moreover, out of the 
city are exhibited stage entertainments; wherein the comic actors repre- 



61 

-sent the graces and virtues of moral life.' Nothing, however, which is 
railed indecent and dishonorable is to be exhibited, except figuratively 
and remotely.*— U. T. 745. 

The strangers were afterwards invited to a marriage. — U. T. 746. — The 
tride was attended by six virgins. They were gaily dressed — at the mar- 
riage ceremony they were seated ; then ' the bridegroom turned himself 
towards the bride, and put a golden ring on her ringer, and took bracelets 
and a necklace of pearl, and tied the bracelets about her wrists, and the 
necklace about her neck, and said, 'Accept these pledges;' and as she 
aceepted them he kissed her, and said, * now thou art mine ; 1 and he 
called her his wife. After this the husband and his wife rose up, and 
the six virgins attended them with the silver lamps now lighted in their 
hands to the door, and the married pair entered the bed-chamber, and the 
door was shut.' — U. T. 747. 

The angel invited the bridemaids to visit the strangers ; but when they 
drew near they suddenly retired, and complained of something which 
drove them back. * The angel returned to his companions, and told them 
what the virgins had said, and he added, ' I conjecture that your love of 
the sex is not chaste. In heaven we love virgins for their beauty and the 
elegance of their manners, and we love them intensely, but chastely :' 
hereupon his companions smiled and said, 'You conjecture right ; who 
can behold such beauties near, and not feel some stirring of desire !' — U. 
T. 749. 

In reference to the theatres of heaven, his sapient translators say, * It 
were much to be wished that the stage on earth had always, in this respect, 
been a pattern of the stage of heaven. — Note to U. T. 745. 

If Baron Swedenborg and his friends had not taught us 
better, we might have been in danger at least of supposing 
that they could manage things as well in heaven as upon 
earth ; but it seems not quite ; for playhouses on earth should 
have been so managed, that they might be a pattern for play- 
houses in heaven ; which, it appears from him, are not quite 
so well conducted as they should be, for things both indecent 
and dishonorable are exhibited in a figurative way. 

6. Swedenborg further informs us, that heaven is so far 
from being a place where nothing that defileth can in anywise 
enter, as the Scriptures say, that even its inhabitants are not 
quite chaste and pure. 

'Conjugial love, altogether chaste or pure, hath not place with men 
nor with angels ; there is still somewhat not chaste- or not pure, which ad- 
joinetb or subjoineth itself theveto.'-r-C. L. 146. 

"It is not, however, possible, that any love should become perfectly 
pure with men, nor with angels, consequently, neither this (conjugial) 
love.'— C. L. 71. 

We need not wonder that in Swedenborg's creed fornica- 

6 
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tion is maintained to be allowable, since even the angels are 
not quite chaste. 

7. Though boys and girls run about the streets in heaven, 
yet infants are educated under the immediate care of the 
Lord. 

* Infants as soon as they are raised up, which is effected immediately 
after their decease, are elevated into heaven, and are delivered up to 
angels who are of the female sex — these, inasmuch as they had loved all 
infants with maternal tenderness, receive them as their own; and the 
infants, in this case, as from a principle implanted, love them as their 
mothers. 9 — * All infants are educated under the immediate auspices of the 
Lord.'— C. L. 410. 

4 Infants are educated under the Lord's auspices, by such women, and 
grow in stature and intelligence as in the world — they learn to speak from 
the female angel who has the charge of their education.' When they 
have grown to youth, 4 they are given in marriage, which is provided of 
the Lord, and is celebrated in the heaven where the youth is; who pres- 
ently follows the wife into her heaven, or into her house if they are in the 
6ame society.' — C. L. 411. 

c The angels of the third heaven, who are in a state of innocence from 
the Lord above other angels, appear as naked infants before the eyes of 
spirits, who are beneath the heavens.' — C. L. 413. 

8. Angels do various works, as making candlesticks, &c; 
and sometimes amuse themselves with curious questions, and 
when they have spoken well, are occasionally rewarded with 
fine clothes ; with which they go home, as glad as children 
when they take their prizes home from school. 

4 1 observed some angelic spirits busily employed in forming a candle- 
stick, with its sconces and decorations.' — A. C. 552. 

He was present at the meeting of some angels, when vari- 
ous questions were discussed for their amusement. 

One of the questions was, 'Why is not man born into the science of any 
love]' 

The proof adduced by the angels, to show that man is not, 
is of too indecent a nature to defile this page, though it forms 
part of the revered writings of the New Jerusalem Church. 
It is as false as it is indecent. 

Various other questions were discussed : as, 'What is signified .by the bet 
of life, &c. V when a decision was formed, some angels flew up with ittato 
heaven ; and after it was read there, they that sat upon the seats were salu- 
ted thence with these words, * Well ! well ! well !' and instantly there ap- 
peared ( a single angel, as it was flying down out of heaven, who had the 
likeness of two wings about his^ftet, and two about his temples, brfaBfiac 
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with him the prizes, consisting of long flowing robe*, hat$i and wreath* 
of laurel; and he lighted on the ground (of the spiritual world) and pre- 
sented those on the north with robes of the color of fire ; those on the west 
with robes of a purple color; those on the south with hats, whose borders 
were ornamented with gold and precious stones, and which, on the left side 
upwards, were set with diamonds, cut in the forms of flowers; and those 
on the east he presented with wreaths of laurel, interspeised with rubies 
and sapphires. Then all of them, adorned with their respective prizes, 
left the place, and departed home, with joy. 9 — U. T. 48. 

This, we are told, is a memorable relation. 

9. The Holy Scriptures.— 'The children of this world marry, and 
are given in marriage : but they that shall be accounted worthy to obtain 
that world, and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry, nor are giv- 
en in marriage. 9 — Luke xx. 34, 35. 

Swedenborq. — *All the happinesses of heaven issue from the delights 
of conjugial love, as sweet waters from a sweet vein in a fountain.'— C. L. 
316. 

'The delights of conjugial love ascend to the highest heaven, and join 
themselves in the way thither, and there, with all the delights of all heav- 
enly loves.' — C. L. 294. 

'There is given a love truly conjugial ; this love cannot possibly be given 
except between two ; nor between two except from the Lord alone ; and on 
this love is inscribed, heaven with all its happiness. ' — C. L. 332. 

♦Virgins in the heavens, like virgins on earth, conceal their inclinations 
to marriage ; therefore the youths in the heavens know no other, than that 
they affect virgins with love, and this also appears to them in consequence 
of their masculine eagerness. 9 — C. L. 424. 

♦They who, in the world, have lived a single life, and have altogether 
alienated their minds from marriage, in case they be spiritual, remain sin- 
gle ; but if natural, they become, whoremongers. It is otherwise with those 
who, in their single state, have desired marriage, and especially if they 
have solicited it without success; for such, in case they are spiritual, bless- 
ed marriages are provided ; but not until they come into heaven.'-—C. L. 
54. 

They who have lived in monasteries are allowed to do as they like about 
marriage. — C. L. 54. 

Swedenborg's translator argues, that our Lord's words, 
quoted above, prove * nothing against married persons living 
hereafter in the enjoyment of conjugial love; but only that 
those, who have not in this world been initiated in those en- 
joyments, shall not enter on them there. But the contrary is 
notoriously the case. The question of the Sadducees was not, 
whether a single man should marry in the next world? but 
whether a married man should have his own wife again there? 
and what, therefore, was to be done when a woman had had 
several husbands? Besides Swedenborg above says, that, for 
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some single persons, blessed marriages are provided in heav 
en; and that those who go there infants, when grown up, are 
married. 

Swedenboro. — 'Man liveth a man after death. 9 — C. L. 29. * A male 
is a male and a female a female. 1 — C. L. 32. 'Especially the love of the 
sexremaineth; and with those who go to heaven, as is the case with all 
who become spiritual here on the earth, conjugial love remaineth. 9 — C. L. 
37. 

4 Married persons most commonly meet after death \ know each other; 
again associate, and, for some time, live together.' 'In case the man had 
several wives, he successively joins himself with one of them;'-— but 
when he knows them better, fie then adopts one, or leaves all.'— C. L. 
47. 

'In case they can live together, they remain married partners ; but if 
they cannot live together they separate themselves ; sometimes the husband 
from the wife, and sometimes the wife from the husband, and sometimes 
each from the other. 9 — C. L. 47. 'In this case there is given to the hus- 
band a suitable wife, and to the wife, in like manner, a suitable husband. 9 
C. L. 50. 'The reason why no other married partners (but those who 
have been interiorly united) are received into heaven, is, because no others 
can cohabit ; that is, abide together in one house, and in one bed-chamber, 
and in one bed. 9 — C. L. 50. 

' Doth a similar love exist between conjugial partners in the heavens 
and in the earths? And the two angelic spirits replied, That it was alto- 
gether similar.'— C. L. 44. 

Though the very object of this tract is to unveil Sweden- 
borg's system; yet here it is necessary to cast a veil over it. 
The Baron declares, in the fullest and plainest manner, that 
the intercourse between the sexes abounds in heaven. On 
this subject he is so impure and diffuse, that the writer might 
be justly considered an enemy to decency and public morals, 
if he were to quote such passages as exist in Sections 44, 45, 
51, &c, of the work whence the preceding extracts are taken. 
The apostle Paul said, of ancient Pagans, that it was a shame 
even to speak of those things that were done by them in se- 
cret. He dared not unveil the impurities of the hideous sys- 
tem, which the Gospel was designed to overturn. Modern 
missionaries have been placed in a similar predicament, when 
anxious to unfold the abominations of modern paganism : they 
have found them so impure, that they dared not drag them 
unto light. Any person, possessed of common modesty, who 
might desire to give a full delineation of Swedenborg's sys~ 
tern, would experience a similar difficulty; and find passages, 
so polluted and obscene, that, like the abominations of a Pagan 
temple, they most still be left to skulk in darkness; and thus, 
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by secrecy, to hide their author's shame. Yet let it be un- 
derstood that such passages exist in a work, part of whose 
title is, 'The Delights of Wisdom.' 

10. Plurality of wives and concubines; and great lascivi- 
ousness in heaven. 

Swjedenborg. — 'The Mahometan heaven is divided into two; the in- 
habitants of the inferior heaven live virtuously with a plurality of wives. 9 
U. T. 832. 

That the Mahometan heaven is distinguished into two, the inferior and 
superior, I have heard from themselves; and that in the inferior heaven 
they live with a plurality, both of wives and concubines, as in the world ; 
but that they who renounce concubines and live with one wife, are eleva- 
ted into the superior heaven. I have heard, also, that it is impossible for 
them to think our Lord to be one with the Father; but that it is possible 
for them to think him equal ; also, that dominion is given him over heaven 
and earth, because he is his Son : wherefore this faith appertains to those to 
whom ascent is given of the Lord into the superior heaven. ' — C. L. 343. 

'All communication is taken away between the Christian heavens, and 
the Mahometan heavens, and the heavens of the Gentiles. 9 If conjunc- 
tion of the heavens existed, 'all the heavens would so fall to decay, that 
the angels would not be able to subsist ; for an unchaste and lascivious 
principle would flow from the Mahometans into the Christian heaven, 
which in that heaven could not be endured ; and a chaste and pure princi- 
ple would flow from the Christians into the Mahometan heaven, which 
again could not be endured; and in such case, by virtue of communica- 
tion and consequent conjunction, the Christian angels would become natu- 
ral, and thereby adulterers ; or, if they remained spiritual, they would be 
continually sensible of a lascivious principle about them, which would in- 
tercept all the blessedness of their life : the case would be something similar 
with the Mahometan heaven, for the spiritual principles of the Christian 
heaven would continually encompass and torment them, and would take 
away all the delight of their life ; and would, moreover, insinuate that 
polygamy is a sin, whereby they would be continually chided .' — C. L. 
352. 

11. Marriage among the angels. 

Sweoenborg. — 'Every angel enjoyeth conjugial love with its vigor, 
power, and delights. 9 — U. T. 694. 

'As to what concerns the angels themselves, they are of both sexes, 
there are youths and husbands, and there are virgins and wives; virgins so 
beautiful, that there is nothing in the world which bears any resemblance 
to such beauty ; but wives still more beautiful, who appear as' genuine effi- 
gies of celestial love, and their husbands as effigies of celestial wisdom ; 
and all these are adolescent youths ; and what is more, no other love of the 
sex is known there but conjugial love; and what is more, the husbandi 
have the perpetual faculty of enjoyment.'— C. L. V. 2. 
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Some novitiate spirits not crediting this last assertion, he 
declares that an angel from heaven appeared and confirmed it: 
but the angel's speech on this subject is so very obscene and 
bawdy, that it must not defile this page. 

12! Let us now take a brief summary view of Swedenborg's 
account of heaven. 

A heaven, in the shape of one vast man; — some going there 
and casting themselves out; — some when going up looking like 
calves, and when they tumbled down again, like dead horses; 
—one tossed out and his clothes thrown after him; — another 
almost killed by the fall; — and some never at rest, after throw- 
ing themselves out of heaven, till' they get to hell. Others, 
who have devoted themselves to piety, growing fretful, and 
getting leave to come away. Worship not carried on more 
there than here. A crowd of devout worshippers partly 
asleep, partly yawning, partly mad in their looks ; then all 
breaking down the doors of their place of worship and rushing 
out together. Offices, law proceedings, arts, all kinds of 
manufactures, courts, and palaces there ; great men with 
many attendants ; exquisite meats and drinks ; concerts, 
games, shows, play-houses, and tennis-ball ; sweetmeats made 
of bead and wine ; silver plates and dishes ; fountains of nec- 
tareous wine; silk waistcoats, brown coats, fire colored 
breeches and stockings. People working hard in the morn- 
ing ; children playing in the streets in the afternoon, and 
masters and mistresses looking on. Infants educated under 
the care of the Lord. Angels of the third heaven looking 
like naked infants. Angels making a candlestick. Other 
angels arguing, and using obscene proof for their proposition; 
then getting prizes, fine robes, fine hats, and wreaths of laurel; 
putting these on and going home delighted. Instead of no 
marrying, all the happiness of heaven flowing from conjugial 
love. \ irgins coy as upon earth ; and concealing their de- 
sires for marriage. Blessed marriages for those who wished 
to marry on earth but could not. Love of the sex and sexual 
intercourse continued and increased. Men that have had 
several wives trying them all in succession ; sometimes keep- 

King one ; sometimes dismissing all, and getting another. An- 
Ts male and female, and sexual intercourse between them, 
ahometans, in their lower heaven, living virtuously with 
several wives ; and in their upper one, unable to believe that 
Christ is one with God ; and their heaven so fall of lewd prin- 
ciple, that if the fumes of it went into the Christian heaven 
it would turn the angels into adulterers, or destroy all the 
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comfort of their lives ; and yet this lewd principle, so needful 
for the Mahometans, that their heaven would be wretched 
without it, an&they would lose all the comfort of their lives. 

Is not this a fine description of heaven ! Could Satan him- 
self have invented one more suited to the feelings of his vota- 
ries, or more calculated to uphold his kingdom upon earth ! 
Is not the proposition with which the tract begun abundantly 
demonstrated, that Swedenborg was either a lunatic or an 
impostor? 

One of Swedenborg's disciples, referring to his master's 
system and to that which is the prevalent view of Christiani- 
ty, declares 'the two systems of theology as distinct from each 
other, as the brilliant light of noon-day is distinct from the 
gloomy shades of night. Both cannot be true, and one of 
them must.' The reader may now judge which most resem- 
bles the gloomy shades of night; and which is most consis- 
tent with the Holy Scriptures. 

The infallible rule of the Lord Jesus Christ may be em- 
ployed in this case. 'By their fruiis ye shall know them.' — 
The genuine fruits of the Gospel, as generally understood, 
are peace, love, joy, humility, holiness, spirituality; but 
whether these can be the fruits of a system that has been 
shown to cut up by the roots various grand motives for love 
to God; that allows of fornication and adultery; that rejects 
many of the most precious parts of the divine Word; that 
describes a heaven as sensual as a Mahometan paradise, and, 
if possible, more impure; and that maintains that the religion 
of Mahomet, propagated by sword and fire, was a divine re- 
ligion — whether such a system can produce those fruits which 
the Gospel yields, let the reader decide. At the same time it 
may be proper to inform any person, who may be in danger of 
falling into the snares of the New Church, that much is laid 
open in these pages which he might not hear at a Sweden- 
borgian chapel, or find in the Jirst Swedenborgian books that 
would be put into his hands. The writer not long since had 
one of these books for inspection, in which the most disgust- 
ing parts of the system were kept entirely out of sight; and 
what was introduced in contradiction to the Scriptures, was 
salved over with considerable art. Thus is the novice deceiv- 
ed, and led on from step to step, till becoming a thorough dis- 
ciple of Swedenborg, he gains an acquaintance with the more 
hidden parts of the system. Let not such a reader then be 
- surprised if he should find doctrines here, which he has not 



heard from Swedenborgian pulpits : let him consider thai 
paaaagea introduced to display Swedenborg'a system, we gen- 
erally extracted from his own worka; and let him farther con- 
aider, that aB the question before him is, whether Christ or 
Swede lib org should be hie teacher! it is a question on which 
life or death eternally depends: for he cannot, at the same 
time, truly serve two such opposite masters aB the blessed 
Savior and Baron Swedenborg. 




NOTICE. 

Tut reader of [lie foregoing faithful exposure anil scriptural 
'itie errors and abominations of Sweden lwrgriini6in, will naturally be. 
arous of knowing something of ihe excellent author, Mr. J. G. Piie. 

For the satisfaction of such, we would add, thai he has written it 
of the best practical religious works in our language. His 'Guide roa 

YOU NO IllStlPl.CS OF THE HOLY Sa.YIOK, IN THEIR WAY TO IMMOXTt UTY ,' 

hopes of the christian; penned with a clearness and an unction rarely 
equalled. 

'Pessuasives To Early Piety,' another production t 
thor, is a work so highly esteemed by the publishing committee of the 
American Tract Society, for its many evangelical excellencies, that I 
adapted it as nne of their series of publications. 

No christian, especially no young christian, should be without I 
books, We would particularly recommend them to anxious Ipqu 
after salvation, and to all who seriously wish tn know what the " uulh 
is in Jesus' is, and what vital Christianity is. J. S 
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